Historic Royal Palaces
Access Fund for Schools 2026/27 – Application Guidelines 
Please note applications made in Spring 2026 are for visits taking place in the Autumn Term and Spring Term of 2026/27 only. 
Historic Royal Palaces (HRP) is an independent charity responsible for the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace, Kensington Palace, Banqueting House Whitehall, Kew Palace, and Hillsborough Castle and Gardens. The Access Fund for Schools supports visits for schools that might not otherwise be able to afford high‑quality cultural learning experiences at our sites.
The Fund is generously supported by individuals, trusts, foundations and commercial partners who share our commitment to making cultural education accessible to all children and young people.

1. What the Access Fund Offers
- Free admission for school groups of up to 105 KS1–5 pupils, or up to 20 students for special schools/units wishing to take part in a SEND session.	Comment by Katie Newton: Is this because we allow up to 10 students per session so we can accommodate 20 per day? 
- A free HRP education session for all pupils in your group designed to bring palace stories to life.
- Assistance with travel costs based on your school’s location and travel band.
All visits must be pre-booked and confirmed in advance. Successful applicants will receive a booking request form after notification.

2. Application Window and Key Dates
· Applications open: Monday 20 April 2026
· Applications close: Friday 22 May 2026 (midnight)
· Notification of outcome: Friday 5 June 2026
· Visit window: September 2026 – March 2027 

A second application phase will be held in the Autumn term for visits taking place in the Summer term 2027.
3. Eligibility Criteria
Eligible schools must be state-funded primary, secondary, or special schools/units.
Mainstream schools must meet both:
- 30% or more pupils eligible for Pupil Premium (If you are based in Scotland please answer according to pupils eligible for pupil equity funding, or free school meals in Northern Ireland)
- 15% or more pupils with SEND
Special schools do not need to meet percentage criteria.

4. What You Will Need to Complete the Application
School & Contact Information:
- Contact name, email, telephone number
- SLT contact name and email
- School name and address

School Profile:
- Type of school
- % pupil premium
- % SEND in visiting year group
- Travel funding band (1–6)

Visit Details:
- Palace you wish to visit
- Year group(s)
- Estimated pupil and adult numbers
- 1:1 support adults (always free)

Written Responses:
- How students will benefit (100‑word limit)
- Impact of previous Access Fund visit (if applicable)

5. Repeat Applications
Applicants must state whether they have received previous Access Fund support and describe any impact.

6. Travel Funding Bands and Amounts
Band 1: £0
Band 2: £600 / £450
Band 3: £1,100 / £800
Band 4: £1,800 / £1,300
Band 5: £2,100 / £1,600
Lower amount = groups ≤35 pupils; higher amount = groups ≥36 pupils.
SEND groups receive the higher amount regardless of size.

7. After You Apply
Successful applicants will be notified on or before Friday 5 June 2026, and receive a booking form. Estimated numbers may change slightly before booking.

8. Data Protection
For information on how we collect and manage your data see our customer promise and privacy policy. We may combine (non-personal) data about your school with information from the government's school census to understand more about the demographic profile of the schools visiting us. This helps us to develop our schools service to reach a wide range of schools.
9. Need Help?
Contact: accessfund@hrp.org.uk



