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Transcript
[Gentle theme music fades in.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.kz48b2y4mp31]Charles Farris [00:00:04]
Hello and welcome to the Historic Royal Palaces podcast, a podcast that explores the history and stories of our six palaces. My name is Charles Farris and I'm a curator at the Tower of London. Once again, we'll be reaching for our royal memorabilia biscuit tin along with a cup of tea to delve into the history of coronation celebrations. It's a particularly special episode as this year we celebrate the coronation of His Majesty King Charles III. 
As the charity that looks after the Tower of London, it's an exciting time for us. The Tower long held an important role in the coronation preparations and processions, but more on that later.
Joining me today are two of my wonderful colleagues from Historic Royal Palaces. Firstly, we have the King of Tudor Coronations himself, Alden Gregory. Alden is a buildings curator at the Tower of London who specialises in Tudour history.
How are you today Alden ?
[bookmark: _heading=h.gv3i3yfrika]Alden Gregory  [00:00:58]
I'm very well, thank you Charlie. I like that introduction, you make me sound very regal. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.qy2lo3so3xzd]Charles Farris [00:01:03]
You're looking very regal! [Alden thanks Charles] And a man who can't wait to talk about coronation mishaps, it's Lee Prosser. Lee is a building curator at Kensington and Kew, with a special interest in floors, ceilings, stairs and protection marks. Thanks for being here today, Lee, how’re you?
[bookmark: _heading=h.c9s6d8o6embz]Lee Prosser [00:01:17]
That's alright, thanks Charlie. That introduction makes me sound like a real nerd, doesn't it? But it's nice to be here talking about something different for a change.


[bookmark: _heading=h.y618uxqfrptn]Charles Farris [00:01:25]
Well I think it makes you sound very interesting, and I can't wait to get started. Before we do get started, I think we need to discuss a joke that Lee keeps making in the curator's office. Lee, can you tell us about the word ‘coronated’?
[bookmark: _heading=h.ht4y4xynh3dp]Lee Prosser [00:01:37]
Well yes, I saw this in a news report online, from the BBC no less, where somebody had used the word ‘coronated’ instead of something simple like ‘crowned’, and so among all our colleagues we've been making up all sorts of new words to describe the same kind of thing.
[bookmark: _heading=h.eu68zuyppcdw]Alden Gregory [00:01:54]
Except I'm the pedant in the room because actually ‘coronated’ is a great Early Modern word and you'll find it in the OED. [Oxford English Dictionary.] I mean it's an obsolete word, of course we don't use it any longer, but you know.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wfryw0e71zot]Lee Prosser [00:02:04]
It sounds like a medical procedure. [Laughter.] Oh, he's been well and truly ‘coronated’! [Everyone laughs]
[bookmark: _heading=h.49om144kkgxt]Charles Farris [00:02:09]
Looking at the OED also, it's often used in other contexts as well so, uh… Anyway, enough of us talking about the OED, although I did also find the use of the word ‘crownation’ often in the 16th century as well, so that's another term for describing coronations which we don't use any more, but a nice one too I think.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qhwiope6imap]Alden Gregory [00:02:27]
It's a much more pleasing one. 
Charles Farris [00:02:28]
It is pleasing. 
Alden Gregory [00:02:29]
Trips off the tongue: ‘Crownation’.
[bookmark: _heading=h.94naf4ovosg3]Charles Farris [00:02:31]
Anyway, I think we're upsetting Lee a little bit, [smiling] so let's move on. Now that we have that out of the way, to kick us off we're going to start with an obvious. What is a coronation?
And I think I'll take this one if you guys don't mind. Very simply, a coronation is the ancient ceremony of crowning a new monarch. Now, the inauguration of monarchs using symbolic regalia, regalia of course are symbols of royalty often worn by members of the royal family, is a very ancient tradition which is common of course to many cultures.
We find examples in the Old Testament and the essential elements of English coronations and there'll be more on this later can be traced back to the crowning of King Edgar at Bath in 973. But before we move on to the history of coronations, I want to think about some of the historic reasons for having coronations because, as many of our listeners will know, the monarch is actually the monarch from the moment that the last monarch dies. So why do you think coronations have been so important throughout our long history? Lee, should we start with you?
[bookmark: _heading=h.os4iftt1nhae]Lee Prosser [00:03:33]
Well, I think if you go back to the Middle Ages, there's a sense that you weren't really the king until you'd been crowned. And it was a sense that although you've been proclaimed king, if you were in possession of the regalia, you were more legitimate in the eyes of people, so the coronation was a very important confirmation of your legitimacy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n68a8tn63epv]Charles Farris [00:03:55]
Of course, it's an important religious message as well, because crowns were given to monarchs and monarchs were anointed by members of the church. And so the church, by giving you their sort of formal public seal of approval, it also helped to legitimise your claim to the throne. So I think that's important too.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aws2j9st20j]Alden Gregory [00:04:14]
Absolutely. And you make the point about coronations stretching all the way back to references in the Old Testament. I mean, I think there's an element of the coronation, particularly the medieval and the early modern coronation which is about the divinity of the monarch.
You know, the monarch is believed to have two bodies, a kind of earthly mortal body, and a divine body. And I think the coronation ceremony and all of the pageantry that goes along with it sort of connects to that idea. And so just as God is believed to be crowned in heaven, so you have the king or the queen being crowned on earth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.6k9f8ypjir7m]Charles Farris [00:04:49]
And I think looking backwards is a really important part of this story as well, isn't it? People, especially when they were contested monarchies, and people weren't 100% sure who should be king. In the past, they were often elected.
It was a way of looking back and showing that you had been through the same rituals and process and services and prayers and blessings as the predecessors before you. So I think it’s uh… there's lots of lots of different reasons why they were important.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ytuzxxcsgm8h]Alden Gregory [00:05:15]
And then the other one is about magnificence. You know, these are magnificent or were and will be magnificent occasions. And part of the way in which a monarch demonstrates their power, particularly their sort of soft power, is through their own magnificence and their own munificence as well, their own generosity.
So there's a real sort of transactional relationship in a coronation and again, in all of the pageantry that goes with it between the new monarch and his or her people.
[bookmark: _heading=h.apjx839kkxy2]Charles Farris [00:05:43]
And I think public celebrations are an incredibly important part of this story and if we look back to historical coronations, Tudor coronations. Historians have commented about the sort of many, many functions of coronations they were a way of entertaining the populace, they were away of dispersing royal propaganda, they were way of really impressing foreign dignitaries and foreign ambassadors to sort of like, let all the world know just how important and impressive and regal the English monarchy was and they're also a way of rewarding important subjects. And there may be subjects in the church, but also subjects, the nobles as well. So lots and lots of different functions.
Now, I've got something very exciting for you lined up. Lee, you'll be familiar with this from a previous Jubilee podcast, Alden you won't. We're going to have a little quiz. They're true or false questions. I'm not really keeping score, but you can do that yourself.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n236pidhcoay]Alden Gregory [00:06:36]
Where's my buzzer?
[bookmark: _heading=h.jcp9at14u3qj]Charles Farris [00:06:37]
You don't have a buzzer. 
Alden Gregory [00:06:38]
Oh, okay.
Charles Farris [00:06:38]
Just put your hand up!
[bookmark: _heading=h.rw4xidyk8plt]Lee Prosser [00:06:39]
What's the prize? 
[bookmark: _heading=h.o0d9cdu9ij07]Charles Farris [00:06:42]
There isn't a prize. You can become the new king of coronation. Sorry, Alden. So, true or false? First question: William the Conqueror was the first king to be crowned in Westminster Abbey. [Pause.] Alden?
[bookmark: _heading=h.22vvkkgxw6wh]Alden Gregory [00:06:58]
Oh, I'm supposed to be answering!
Charles Farris [00:06:59]
Sure. 
Alden Gregory [00:07:01]
Okay. Um, true?!
[bookmark: _heading=h.j84kofurn8oa]Lee Prosser [00:07:03]
I don't know if it was actually Harold, King Harold who was crowned. So I'll say it's false. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dx9auez4r3i]Charles Farris [00:07:08]
Well, you're sort of right and Lee, you're sort of wrong, but we can't be sure. So William the Conqueror's coronation on Christmas Day 1066 is the first documented coronation in Westminster Abbey but no one's a hundred percent sure where Harold's coronations took place. But it may well have been in Westminster Abbey, which of course had not long been completed by his predecessor, Edward the Confessor. So there's actually a little bit of ambiguity there, but well done. You can both have a point. 
Number two, true or false? Nobody knows what St. Edward's staff, part of the coronation regalia, is actually for.
Alden Gregory  [00:07:47]
[Deep breath.] False!
Charles Farris [00:07:49]
Alden's jumping straight in with false. You think you do know what it's for?
[bookmark: _heading=h.1flr347khu53]Alden Gregory [00:07:51]
I don't think I know what it's for, but I assume someone else does!
[bookmark: _heading=h.lcuth8e2w4ej]Charles Farris[00:07:54]
Lee, what do you think? 
[bookmark: _heading=h.50a5q5slrs3b]Lee Prosser [00:07:57]
Well, an educated guess would say that a staff is a kind of symbol of guidance, isn't it? Like a shepherd's crook.
So maybe the actual origin is lost in the mists of time, but we can have a pretty good guess.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8odpln771tzs]Alden Gregory  [00:08:09]
There you go, see Lee knows what it’s for. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.97tdnal73us8]Charles Farris [00:08:11]
Okay. Well, it's true. Nobody's entirely sure, but of course, you're right. We could make educated guesses.
You're both correct again, sort of. Nobody is 100% sure what St. Edward's staff is for, and we're going to go into this in more detail later, but at the Restoration of the monarchy, new crown jewels had to be made in 1660 and 1661 for Charles II's coronation and they had a list of what was there before, which included St. Edward's Staff, probably a relic associated with Edward the Confessor.
They weren't quite sure what it was for. They thought about not having one, but Charles II said,’ no, I want the full set’. And up until the most recent coronations, the staff has been carried in processions, but nobody's 100% sure how it was used in the medieval coronation ceremony.
So I think it's sort of true. No points for either of you, I'm afraid. True or false, medieval coronations began with lots of baths. Lee?
[bookmark: _heading=h.ryag3u7l144c]Lee Prosser [00:09:11]
I would say yes, because bathing was part of a religious ritual in the middle ages. So I'm happy to say yes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.6ykiqcomfnwv]Alden Gregory [00:09:19]
Yeah, I know the answer to this one. It's definitely true.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ws3cdy2ue3w4]Charles Farris [00:09:22]
Good. Do you want to elaborate a little bit, Alden, about bathing?
[bookmark: _heading=h.m4zedab135j2]Alden Gregory  [00:09:24]
Yeah, well, so we're not really talking here about the new king or queen bathing, although I imagine they probably did, because I think it's a bit of a myth that people in the past were unwashed. And we know that many of the kings and queens, particularly in the early modern period, did have bathrooms. But, we're actually talking here about a group of young Esquires who were ritually bathed as part of the process of being made into the Knights of the Bath, to be invested into… into knighthood, and this seems to happen regularly before coronations and also other great state occasions where the king or queen needs a retinue, effectively. So also royal weddings as well. And it's about creating a group of young knights who can escort the king or queen to their coronation and sort of, in effect, protect them on the day.
So yes, they bathed as part of that, as Lee said, a sort of quasi-religious ritual.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5s7nc0jutrj3]Charles Farris [00:10:21]
Yes. And of course, the inauguration or the investiture of monarchs is quite closely related in terms of the ceremony to the investiture of knights as well. And bathing and prayer was an important part of that process. So good. Two points for each of you there. 
Next, true or false, Anne Boleyn was the only queen consort in history to be crowned with St Edward's crown. Alden? 
Alden Gregory [00:10:46]
I think this is true. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.rawl8bmqr34v]Lee Prosser [00:10:49]
I'll have to defer to the Tudor expert here. I don’t know. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.90s9xbu3rwwg]Charles Farris [00:10:53]
You're right. It is true. The reasons for this are not 100% sure, but probably Henry VIII very keen to add legitimacy to the… his new wedding and his new bride and, of course, his new queen and so therefore chose to have the queen crowned with St Edward's crown, a great relic crown normally reserved for the crowning of monarchs.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2l43gyrnoepl]Alden Gregory [00:11:18]
Absolutely, and as you say, on this occasion, Anne Boleyn was crowned on her own. Henry wasn't there, so St Edward's crown was in effect available for her coronation. But I think it's also… I think at this point, Henry is sort of crowning himself again. It's a sort of reset after everything that's gone on. He's just taken over the head of the Church of England as well. So I think this is… Anne Boleyn is a sort of proxy for Henry VIII in this case.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dtmb3j8mowrt]Charles Farris [00:11:51]
OK, right, moving forward. Final question, true or false? George IV hired famous boxers to prevent the queen from coming to the coronation banquet. Alden?
[bookmark: _heading=h.lu7ggxj8p8b]Alden Gregory [00:12:04]
Now, I have no idea, this is where I have to defer to the other experts in the room.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4gw3ikd39wxs]Charles Farris [00:12:09]
You're not allowed, true or false?
[bookmark: _heading=h.s5z2y4yw2cqp]Alden Gregory  [00:12:10]
Oh true or false! OK, I'm going to say… false. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ge3hb39n4r6u]Lee Prosser [00:12:15]
I don't know for sure, but I wouldn't have put it past George IV. He was very concerned that Queen Caroline would not be admitted either to the Abbey or to the banquet afterwards in Westminster Hall. But we know that when she did turn up at the Abbey, it was uniformed soldiers who prevented her from coming in and not some doormen or bruises on the door.
[bookmark: _heading=h.v4bf0q3gongy]Charles Farris [00:12:38]
Well yes you're right. It is true. Oh, no… Did you say it's wrong? You said it was false. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.tttug0wibp9c]Alden Gregory  [00:12:43]
No, I didn't say!
[bookmark: _heading=h.hmjtuns5nto]Lee Prosser [00:12:44]
No, I didn't say either! I said I wouldn't put it past him to have hired boxers, but I don't know for sure.
[bookmark: _heading=h.asg2d8cbim6t]Charles Farris [00:12:50]
Okay. Well, there's a grain of truth in this. King George IV, he had probably, as Lee will tell us about later, one of the most extravagant coronations in history in 1821. And he did hire celebrity boxers. These are the sort of great sporting celebrities of their day to attend his coronation and act as sort of security. 
Now, the complete reasons for doing this were probably to add a sort of an element of star power to the event, but also to prevent the Queen from coming, which he was very keen to do, and he hired a number of these very famous boxers at the time, a chap called Tom Cribb, another called Jack Randall and one called Bill Richmond.
And Bill Richmond is actually particularly interesting because he is quite rare in his celebrity in the 19th century because he was a famous Black boxer who, as well as being a famous boxer and, you know, he was involved in some of the great celebrity boxing matches of his day for huge amounts of money. But he was also a popular publican later in his life of The Horse and Dolphin tavern in Westminster. So he's a bit of a local celebrity as well and I think Bill Richmond also may have even made an appearance in recent episodes of ‘Bridgerton’, which is quite exciting, too. 
Right. Well, let's move on to the quiz.
You both did tolerably well. I think I'm going to say it was a draw, if you don't mind.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tuo6or1tftgm]Alden Gregory [00:14:10]
Are you count- Was someone keeping score?
[bookmark: _heading=h.aralxq3bnyuq]Charles Farris [00:14:12]
That's why it's a draw. [Laughter.] Let's move forward to some of our favourite coronations and I'm going to start with some medieval ones, if that’s okay.
Now, the earliest crown, this is going to sound a little bit tangential, but the earliest Crown that we have for the first English crown was worn by what has been known as ‘the Mill Hill Warrio’r, which is an object now in the British Museum. And that dates from about 200 B.C.E. So we are talking more than two thousand years ago.
We can presume that he was an Iron Age King, but we don't know anything about an inauguration ceremony that he may have had. But we can presume there were probably some sort of rituals associated with him becoming king. We have to move forward another thousand years, I'm afraid, say, before we really start to have more concrete evidence in the first coronation which is described in any detail at all, and it's not a great deal of great detail, is King Athelstan's in 925.
We've moved forward a little bit more to the coronation in 956 of King Edwig, which happened at Kingston and we don't have a lot of information about this. We have sort of chronicle references, but it is very interesting for this coronation – this is the first attested mention of a crown being used. Because previously Anglo-Saxon kings had actually been crowned with helmets and those first Anglo- Saxon ordos, this is sort of orders of service used to organise the service reference helmets instead, and it's actually quite a rude story. I hope I won't shock anyone here! 
But during the coronation banquet, another important ritual, or historic ritual that we don't have anymore, the king had gone missing and so they sent a chap called Saint Dunstan, who was the archbishop of Canterbury to go and look for him and when he found him, the king was in a compromising position with two young ladies of the court and the crown, it is mentioned in that chronicle, was left rather unceremoniously on the floor, which is quite interesting that that's the first reference to a crown being used in the context of English coronation celebrations!
[Light sniggering.]
Let's move along quickly before you start sniggering, I can see!
Lee Prosser [00:17:00]
Some of the earlier English kings that were portrayed with crowns on their coins.
Charles Farris [00:17:33]
Absolutely, absolutely. So we do know that they had crowns beforehand, but as far as we know, this is the first mention of a crown being used in the context of a coronation and there are lots of regalia which feature on things like coins and great seals. Earlier in the dates that we actually have direct references to being used in coronation, so a good point, crowns did exist beforehand, but here we have the direct reference.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hp1buk6nv58c]Lee Prosser [00:17:00]
And another another fact, which is which is pertinent to this, is that if we go back to King Athelstan, who you said is the first king whose coronation is described in any detail, Athelstan was also a king who was the first to describe himself with a Greek title of ‘Basileus’, which is, which is emperor. And there's an element in those ceremonies of coronation from the late Saxon period of the ceremonies of the Byzantine emperors. So I think that maybe he was drawing on something ceremonial that was coming, you know, from a great empire in the East.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fe0ugo79gmix]Charles Farris [00:17:33]
Absolutely. And a lot of these traditions are coming from France. They're coming from Germany, they're coming from the East, as you say, and a lot of, for example, the robes that are frequently worn in coronations, they have sort of like ancestors in the ceremonial dress or vesture, as we say, of those of those Eastern emperors. So a very good point, Lee. Thank you for keeping me honest. 
So. Let's move forward a little bit. We're now 973. We've got the big coronation at Bath of King Edgar. This is quite an interesting one because actually it happened quite late in his reign. He'd been king for some years, but he had a coronation and this is the first coronation of an English monarch where we have very detailed references of the event, and we know because of these descriptions that it included music, it included processions, it included blessings, it included anointing. Investiture with regalia also.
So basically the key ingredients of the modern coronation, which we've seen right up until the 20th century, we know that the key ingredients have survived all through this period. And although there were subtle changes throughout time, of course, there have also been this continuity and tradition also. 
It is also during the medieval period - we're moving forward now to the high medieval  period around the 1300s, 1400s - where we have references to the Tower of London starting to creep in, and Alden is going to tell us more about this. But we know that monarchs frequently used to stay at the Tower of London shortly before their coronation.
This is probably because of practical considerations. They wanted to make sure that everybody was keen before they went for the ceremony. So it gave them a place of safety and it was also a good launching point for their grand processions, which Alden is going to tell us a little bit more about later, I hope.
[bookmark: _heading=h.6eyu7hc3utck]Alden Gregory [00:19:23]
Yeah, but I might just jump in here, but just to talk about Lee's point about sort of classical and Byzantine allusions in these things. Those processions through London, of course, also have a very classical reference and that's the triumphal entries of the Roman emperors into Rome.
And the streets of London for the coronation processions were decorated with triumphal arches very much in a kind of Roman style. So I think that the new monarch, by processing from the Tower to Westminster, is sort of presenting themselves as a Roman emperor, as well.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ie9vxgt62o2l]Charles Farris [00:19:54]
Thank you. But we know that those processions from the Tower, which took place the day before the coronation, the first time we have one recorded is for the coronation of King Richard II. And then this continued as a tradition up until the reign of Charles II in 1661.
So several hundred years, but it probably happened before. And as you say, you know, entrance into London, grand processions, which, of course, also as well as looking back to the ancient world and to the East, also was very much in line with the traditions of the church during the medieval period too. So processions are incredibly important. But one of those traditions, which has since disappeared. 
Finally, before I move on, we're just going to mention the coronation regalia, Alden, if you don't mind, because this sort of enters into your period. But to, of course, mention the Crown Jewels and the coronation regalia, which are still on display at the Tower of London today, they have been there since 1661 and earlier in the history of coronations, we believe that the coronation regalia, these are the actual objects used during that ceremony for the investiture of monarchs, were traditionally kept at Westminster Abbey. A lot of them were actually relics associated with Edward the Confessor. 
And it was these that were destroyed in 1649 by parliamentarians. Shortly after the execution of King Charles the First, they weren't planning on having any more coronations. They weren't planning on having any more kings so they brought them to the Tower, had them broken up and the gold melted down and turned into coins like that, with the exception of the famous coronation spoon, which is a 12th century survivor, and probably the only surviving element of the earlier medieval regalia. But another key reason why is the Crown Jewels and the Tower of London is an incredibly important part of the coronation story.
[bookmark: _heading=h.waw8bxx4etoe]Now, let's move forward out of the medieval world, I can get a bit carried away, I know, to the Tudor and Stuart coronations. Alden, take it away.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4v5758wxx16t]Alden Gregory  [00:21:59]
Yeah, so. I don't know if this is my favourite coronation, but it's certainly the one that I know a little bit about. And I think given a time machine is probably the one I'd go back and –  
[bookmark: _heading=h.dz0mnns9ohsm]Charles Farris [00:22:12]
Spoiling a question that we're going to ask later, so. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.z2u8uipbcc0o]Alden Gregory  [00:22:14]
Oh, am I? Okay, well, I will steer away from that. [Laughter.] Um, yeah, Anne Boleyn’s coronation, which we've mentioned already.
I think what's interesting in this period is that you get the beginning of sort of coronation literature. So there are printed pamphlets that are distributed after the coronation from the early 16th century.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8k8qcuuq4pla]Charles Farris [00:22:37]
Is this propaganda?
[bookmark: _heading=h.ky8t7ckctf2m]Alden Gregory  [00:22:38]
Um. I guess it is a sort of form of propaganda, but it's like televising the coronation now. It's making sure that as many people as possible can sort of experience it and so… That means that Anne Boleyn’s coronation is one of the first coronations to be really well documented and we get a really clear narrative of what happens. And as you alluded to, the coronations are actually a few days before the actual crowning at Westminster Abbey and in fact, for me, the thing that is always most interesting in these events is not the crowning itself, but the sort of pageantry that goes alongside it. So, Anne Boleyn’s coronation started about three days before her crowning at Westminster when she was transported by boat from Greenwich Palace to the Tower of London. 
The journey by boat itself was a great pageant. Anyone that can remember the Jubilee celebrations in 2012 and the big river pageant that was hosted for Her Majesty the Queen will have a sense of the sort of river pageants that brought Anne Boleyn up from Greenwich. She was…
[bookmark: _heading=h.6k11dffrdns0]Lee Prosser [00:23:56]
I was just going to say, do you think that the 2012 river pageant was a conscious evocation of those earlier river pageants?
[bookmark: _heading=h.h4rh30axkv87]Alden Gregory [00:24:04]
Yeah, I think it must have been. I think that I mean, some of the later ones are depicted in art. There's a great 18th century painting of the Lord Mayor's river pageant on the River Thames.
I think it was a conscious attempt to bring back some of that magnificence of monarchy, the kind of scale that only monarchy can achieve in pageantry like this. But I think even the the pageant in in 2012 from my mind didn't quite capture the spectacle of the one in 1533, when Anne Boleyn is brought up the river in his flotilla of boats with the head of the flotilla, what's described as a- a great foist, which is a type of sailed barge, I think, with a dragon on the front of it continually moving and breathing fire [‘wow!’] and they're making terrible noises and – 
[bookmark: _heading=h.8fbk7k3ocg8q]Charles Farris [00:25:06]
Wasn't there an incredible gun salute as well when they – 
[bookmark: _heading=h.fu9iktur02xy]Alden Gregory  [00:25:09]
Well, there was. So I think that this dragon on the front of the barge must have been some sort of automata of some kind, possibly loaded with fireworks and pyrotechnics in order to make it breathe fire and make noise. But yes, as she came up river in this flotilla of boats, all of the boats moored up on the river, let off gunshot and then when she got to the Tower of London, which was the eventual end of the river pageant, all of the tower's guns fired in salute. You know, the Tower still to this day has a role firing gun salutes. And this is an early probably not the first, but an early example of a gun salute at the Tower.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gd079fgz64ke]Charles Farris [00:25:52]
I always imagine they weren't quite as organised, Tudor gun salutes. There's all the cannons and all the different towers firing off. And today they're absolute models of military precision, and you imagine then it was slightly more haphazard with guns firing off all over the.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hfey5nhih0zc]Alden Gregory [00:26:04]
Oh, yeah, I think they talk about the sort of thousand guns firing all in one go and a noise like no one's ever heard. It must have been extraordinary.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8iivva18juj]Charles Farris [00:26:10]
The poor residents of Tower Hamlets were woken up that day!
[bookmark: _heading=h.6nv1dedp7arx]Alden Gregory  [00:26:12]
They certainly were. I think they had ringing in their ears for a little while after that. So she arrives at the Tower, comes up with what is still called the Queen's Steps through the Byward Poston, where she meets Henry VIII, who's waiting for her there and is taken into new royal apartments in the palace of the Tower which have been refurbished for her especially throughout the previous year.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gwmrjo9lxgvm]Charles Farris [00:26:34]
And just to give a location for our listeners, that's sort of to the south of the White Tower.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9m7crkxfdm7v]Alden Gregory  [00:26:39]
It is. Anyone who knows the Tower of London might recall that there's a big area of grass where the ravens live and the palace was in that area. Newly refurbished at great expense.
The onion shaped domes on the top of the White Tower that give it its distinctive silhouette today had been built in 1532 in preparation for this great event. And this is when the Tower sort of comes into its own, as you said, Charlie. It has a very central role in the coronation proceedings. 
While she's staying there she stays overnight and that night they make new knights of the bath in the White Tower. So the bathing starts, the knights are I think there's about eighteen of them on top of my head and they're all given bathtubs on the top floor of the White Tower where they where they ritually cleanse themselves whilst more experienced senior nights are lecturing them on the virtues of knighthood [chuckling] and from there dressed in them in sort of religious robes, really, they're dressed as hermits.
They go to the chapel and have an overnight vigil in the chapel and then the following morning they're dubbed in the Great Hall by the King and invested into this order of knighthood as Knights of the Bath. There's a lot of feasting and celebration. And then the morning before the coronation, Anne leaves the Tower in this great procession of horses and litters and, noise again, trumpets and drums, to process up through Oldgate and then wind her way through the streets of London.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uxp46qhhs5co]Charles Farris [00:28:22]
And do you want to sort of describe what these pageants were like? They're quite theatrical, aren't they?
[bookmark: _heading=h.4kh09lfl78mh]Alden Gregory [00:28:26]
They're really theatrical and it's about showing off. It's again, it's about magnificence. It's about munificence as well. I've used that word too.
Charles Farris [00:28:30]
And the city is showing off.
Alden Gregory [00:28:36]
The city is showing off. The city hosts this procession and creates the pageantry along the way. They also make sure that all of the fountains in the city are running with wine in order to get everyone in the party spirit. And they construct triumphal arches across the street for Anne Boleyn’s coronation as one constructed by the Hanseatic merchants who are based at the steel yard, which is just a little bit west of the Tower on the river. And that is designed and built by the very famous portrait painter, Hans Holbein. [Charles hums.]

So no expense spared. And on top of that arch, Holbein constructs a sort of some set works in effect where they can perform a pageant based on the… 
[bookmark: _heading=h.sdr891sbgr3q]Charles Farris [00:29:23]
Like little plays aren’t they?
[bookmark: _heading=h.qdiqkdphxio]Alden Gregory  [00:29:24]
A little play, a little play. Yes, based on the story of the mount of Mount Parnassus and these are all instructional plays.
They're all supposed to tell Anne Boleyn something about what it is to be a good monarch and to sort of help guide the relationship between the city and the monarchy, which, you know, at times in the past has been quite fractious. So there's something very transactional here. This is about resetting a relationship.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mf5t5rakfwj]Charles Farris [00:29:51]
Yeah. The City of London is saying we're putting on a huge show for you. We've hung the place with cloth of gold and we've got wine freely available for everybody. But here's our sort of list of the qualities we expect. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.bvkagfened1a]Alden Gregory  [00:30:00]
Absolutely. And and actually, I mean, you asked me to sort of describe what it might have been like. I was lucky enough last year to go on holiday to Seville during one of their religious festivals and they were processing the statues of saints through the streets on litters and all of the houses in Seville had got sort of banners hung outside their windows and over balconies and there was trumpet music and drums and processions. And I thought at the time, this is probably as close as I'm ever going to get, to what those coronation processions through London must have felt like, and I also think we talked about the kind of allusions of these things, but it comes back to that idea of the kind of divinity of the monarchy as well. I think it's not a coincidence that those religious processions that still happen in places like Seville today are very similar to this sort of procession.
I think that Anne Boleyn being carried on her litter through the streets of London is very much like the sort of the effigy of a saint that was that this carried through the streets of Seville. And all of these things, you know, not only, as I say, relate to Roman triumphal entries, they also, of course, relate to the entry of Christ into Jerusalem as well, which itself probably relates to the triumphal entries of Roman emperors. There's a kind of a cross-fertilisation here. But, you know, for me, it sort of feels quasi-religious in the way it's staged.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mswz9dpo7sqf]Charles Farris [00:31:24]
Amazing visual spectacle. Do you want to give us a sense of the noise as well?Because they would have been very loud. There would have been trumpets and drums and… 
[bookmark: _heading=h.dy8g9srt3oet]Alden Gregory [00:31:31]
Yeah, absolutely. The procession is preceded by trumpets and drums. I think the crowd as well are probably cheering or booing. I mean, there are some -
[bookmark: _heading=h.ydr1aa3xuh5w]Charles Farris [00:31:42]
Yeah, so what's the... Was it this amazing coronation procession of Anne Boleyn, was it well received?
[bookmark: _heading=h.6mdjvhrqn64s]Alden Gregory [00:31:49]
Well, I mean, it's difficult to say. Certainly when you read the official propaganda, the pamphlets that are printed, it's presented as being a great success. But actually, some of the foreign ambassadors, some of the ones who are less keen on Henry -
[bookmark: _heading=h.x3h8gvcfcitr]Charles Farris [00:32:04]
So not necessarily unbiased.
[bookmark: _heading=h.h5gted9gmr89]Alden Gregory  [00:32:06]
Not unbiased. They write about booing in the street. The streets have been decorated with the initials of Henry and Anne, so H and A, and the foreign ambassadors say that the crowd, some of the crowd took this as an opportunity to sort of shout, ‘ha, ha, ha’, at Anne as she passed by. So so, you know, may have been quite a fractious event. The crowds were all held back by barriers.
You know, I'm an architectural historian. I spend a lot of time looking at building accounts and there's a wonderful set of of accounts in the um, amongst the Office of Works accounts for actually setting out the streets ahead of ahead of the coronation, particularly around Westminster, where the Office of Works has more control, you know, putting the barriers in the streets, constructing the wine fountains. There's a huge system built in the Bell Tower in Palace Yard at Westminster, it doesn't exist any longer, but the assistance is simply to hold wine so that the conduit in Palace Yard can run with wine. There's no expense spared on these occasions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lfn4xo6ipl1p]Charles Farris [00:33:10]
And of course, in the Abbey itself, there is a large sort of stage built.
[bookmark: _heading=h.iqcysq714p7s]Alden Gregory [00:33:13]
Yeah, huge amounts of scaffolding for banked seating. You know, it's a massive logistical undertaking. It costs them a huge amount of money.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bde2v16ytfu3]Lee Prosser [00:33:23]
I read somewhere, I don't know if you can confirm this, Alden, that Anne Boleyn had horse dung pelted- she was pelted with horse dung by onlookers.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1nhj75e32hd4]Alden Gregory [00:33:31]
Yeah, I think… it's not that that's not described in the foreign ambassadors accounts, but I think that, you know, she was a divisive figure. I think it's quite possible [chuckles] that that did happen.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hszg4fxlj5b]Charles Farris [00:33:45]
Right, let's move forward from the early modern period to slightly later early modern period or the modern period. Lee, would you like to tell us about some modern coronations? I think perhaps you're going to focus on George IV a little bit, but it's up to you.
What would you like to talk about?
[bookmark: _heading=h.kbj7y23cv5xe]Lee Prosser [00:34:00]
Well, I think modern coronations are interesting because even though it's a very ancient ceremony, the- the coronation ritual has evolved with the times from being quite an exclusive and religious occasion, which was which was used by- by monarchs and with aristocratic people participating to a much more popular and inclusive ceremony where the public you have public spectacles and events and more people were allowed in and they could look on. And the other thing which really interests me about coronations in the modern era is that looking from a European perspective, every single European country that still has a monarchy has abolished its coronation ceremony and it's just Britain that persists with this.
And I think it goes back to the coronation of William IV in 1831, and he had seen the coronations of his brother, George IV, which was the most lavish coronation ever, ever put on. And said, ‘I don't want a coronation, I don't see why we need it.’
And the prime minister of the day apparently said to him, ‘no coronation, no king’, and so he was forced to do it. And it's a measure of how wedded we are to that ceremony.
[bookmark: _heading=h.c4vd1g92j2nu]Charles Farris [00:35:14]
Very interesting! And Queen Victoria's coronation after that, did that follow suit well?
[bookmark: _heading=h.6nnjtsab7s43]Lee Prosser [00:35:18]
They all scaled down from George IV. George IV's coronation was just enormous. So I think I'm going to talk a little bit more about that, but it was the most expensive, the most lavish, the largest. It was all the sort of superlatives which crossed the line and all future monarchs said ‘never again. We'll never do anything like that again.’
[bookmark: _heading=h.9tzs56pzseou]Charles Farris [00:35:36]
It wasn't just George IV's personality here, there was an element of competing with things on the continent as well.
[bookmark: _heading=h.i322wrai6jif]Lee Prosser [00:35:42]
Oh, absolutely. George IV actually said, ‘I want my coronation to outshine that of Napoleon.’ [‘Wow.’] Napoleon had had this huge lavish coronation in Notre Dame in Paris in 1804.
And it went even to the extent of the king sending over a tailor to go and examine Napoleon, the defeat- by now defeated Napoleon's coronation robes to copy them and have that kind of theatrical spectacle, if you like, portrayed in his own coronation as well. So there are all sorts of elements which go beyond theatricality, I think, in that one.
[bookmark: _heading=h.drdxv7uvx32e]Charles Farris [00:36:19]
And I think it's really interesting that when he was designing the clothing, because he took a real interest in what was on every element of his coronation, when he was designing this sort of clothes that not just himself, but everybody would wear at court. He was very much taking inspiration both from what had happened at Napoleon's coronation but also drawing on elements of Tudor dress. It's a very interesting combination of styles and periods. And actually, what's very exciting for us at Historical Palaces is that in the Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection, we actually have examples of dresses worn at George IV's coronation in 1821. And you look at it and it is quite hard to date because it looks sort of Tudor, but some of the styles are not quite there.
[bookmark: _heading=h.myb4sh67b0x3]Lee Prosser [00:37:05]
So yeah, the order went out in preparation for the coronation that you are to dress in Tudor or Jacobean or Stuart style. And you can imagine-
[bookmark: _heading=h.u97z9mf8jctn]Charles Farris [00:37:14]
Can you imagine some people getting that? That is information on their invitation. What does that mean?
[bookmark: _heading=h.mi9pm5v0pys]Lee Prosser [00:37:15]
That’s right! And these people had to pay for these extraordinary costumes themselves.
If you go to a lot of country houses throughout Britain, often they'll have elements of coronation dress that some ancestor wore. And it's nearly always the 1821 coronation because they were so expensive, but also very beautiful that they kept them and they've become sort of family heirlooms. But coronations up until the 20th century were chaotic, things actually. They were very rarely rehearsed and you have all kinds of mishaps-
[bookmark: _heading=h.ju2e9l90egnf]Charles Farris [00:37:50]
Let's get onto that subject of coronation mishaps because that's quite a fun subject, isn't it?
[bookmark: _heading=h.56zd9ub740ex]Lee Prosser [00:37:53]
Yeah, it's a lack of preparation. And also with the gap between coronations, often people don't remember what went on before. And so there were no sort of set rules as such and so they're making it up as they go along, although they're following the same rituals of having the religious elements and the anointing and the processions and all of that kind of thing. What actually goes on in the Abbey is, you know, changes from one coronation to the next. 
So you have a very famous episode at Queen Victoria's coronation where one of one of her elderly courtiers, Lord Roll, actually trips while he's coming to pay homage to the Queen and actually - no pun intended - but rolls down the steps and gets up and tries to do it again.
And Queen Victoria, most famously, gets up off the throne and goes to meet him to prevent him from falling. And everyone thought that was a wonderful thing of how gracious of her to do that. But she writes about it and says, ‘Oh, I didn't want him to fall down again.’
And then the archbishop puts the coronation ring on the wrong finger and he rams it on one finger and she can't get it off at the end of the ceremony. All sorts of little things like that. And after Victoria's coronation in the mid-19th century, they then think, hang on, we've got to kind of codify this now and have a set of instructions. So all the 20th century coronations have followed a very, very rigid form, if you like. So they're all pretty much the same.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ua89fa7r99cn]Charles Farris [00:39:16]
Well, have we got any other? Can we go back further with our coronation mishaps? I'm going to take us back to 1066, if you don't mind.
Alden Gregory [00:39:25]
Yeah, do you want to start in 1066? 
Charles Farris [00:39:27]
I'll start at 1066. So at the coronation of William the Conqueror, you can imagine that was probably one of the most tense coronations in history. They've just invaded this country. They've basically displaced the entire nobility and sort of noble structure of that country. They're still laying waste to the place. They're starting to put up castles. It's a pretty terrifying time. And - they have this coronation. It takes place in Westminster Abbey, as we discussed earlier, and they start to go through the rituals. They want to follow the process that Edward the Confessor went through and predecessors went through to make sure there's no sort of argument about whether he's a proper king or not. But some of these rituals don't chime with Norman rituals, so they don't really know what's going on.
And very famously, during what's called the ‘recognition’, the ‘acclamation’, which is at the start of the coronation ceremony where they literally say ‘do you want this person to be king?’ And everyone answers very loudly: ‘Yes, yes, yes’. And that actually goes back to the time when kings were actually elected. But when they do this, the Normans who are outside, probably keeping an eye on things and potentially thinking that something might go wrong, they hear this cheering inside, don't know how to interpret it and basically start a bit of a riot, run around, set fire to the place. Large parts of Westminster, and everyone runs in fear because they think basically that the invasion has kicked off again.
So we can take our coronation mishaps all the way back to 1066. Who would like to jump in with another one?
[bookmark: _heading=h.2nwrtznbj4q4]Alden Gregory [00:40:50]
1661, the coronation of Charles II, another occasion where this is about precedent and tradition and trying to get things right. It's very important for Charles II to do a coronation that's in the tradition of previous monarchs. He's just restored the crown. And at the coronation banquet after the actual coronating... Sorry Lee! [Chuckling.] A tussle breaks out between the several of the king's footmen and the Barons of the Cinque Ports. And that tussle is over who gets to claim the canopy that's carried over the king in procession.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ed9d4aqb1e2]Charles Farris [00:41:34]
Of course, there were lots of rewards for taking part.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qnduam7yjhxt]Alden Gregory  [00:41:36]
Yeah, there were loads of rewards. I mean, you get lots of what are called perquisites, basically, which you get to take bits of the scenery and the props.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mwt4jpukg76t]Charles Farris [00:41:44]
And the modern word perks, I believe.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7vt5coxqmhbp]Alden Gregory  [00:41:45]
Exactly. It's a perk. So traditionally, the Barons of the Cinque Port who carried the canopy over the king or queen got to take the canopy and the and the silver rods that hold it up as a perquisite, but on this occasion, the king's footmen sort of step in whilst the canopy's been left in a corner unattended and they try and take it away. And the Barons of the Cinque Ports see this happening, rush over, try and stop them. The king gets involved himself to decide that, yes, they are for the Barons of the Cinque Port. It's a perk for them. So the king's footmen are told to put the canopy back. But in the meantime, they've been seating the banquet. Everyone's been taking their seats. It's- these coronation banquets where the table layout is always or the table plan is always done on on on precedent and who's higher in the kind of social hierarchy.
So the Barons of the Cinque Port sort of sit about halfway along the hall. But in the meantime, someone's taken their seat because they've been arguing too much. So the Barons of the Cinque Ports end up down the low end of the hall, probably having a less fun time of it. But they do get to take or did get to take the canopy home.
[bookmark: _heading=h.91w1awae3yix]Charles Farris [00:42:56]
Well, lucky them. And a sort of related story happens in 1821 at George IV’s coronation, because traditionally the cloth which covered the floor between Westminster Great Hall and Westminster Abbey, which they would process over before the coronation, often with barriers on the side, as you described earlier, Alden. There was traditionally cloth on the floor.
It was a sort of ragged cloth or striped cloth and afterwards, traditionally, that would be then cut up and distributed to the poor. And I think the poor probably were expecting this.
In fact, they were anticipating this to such an extent that they didn't wait until the procession had started and started trying to chop their bit off. And so people were sort of like getting a bit tripped up by people chopping off bits as well. So George IV had a similar problem and in fact, another nice incident at George IV’s coronation was at the banquet, which, again, is this amazing spectacle, which no longer is part of coronation banquets because George IV spent too much money on it. But apparently at the end of the or not quite at the end of the banquet, the populace who were eagerly awaiting outside to hear what was going on, broke in and started helping themselves to the food and the ornaments to the point that actually the the royal plate had to be locked in the chapel with armed guards on it because basically mayhem ensued.
[bookmark: _heading=h.remtavtr0xu0]Lee Prosser [00:44:09]
They descended on it, because I think there were nearly 1300 people sitting down for dinner at that royal banquet. And there were nearly 4000 spectators who were seated on tiers of or of seating on either side of Westminster Hall. And we're told that there were 2000 candles and 26 chandeliers, which were dripping wax.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jlep3br3m7ba]Charles Farris [00:44:29]
Yeah – the bowls at the bottom filled up.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sfgm1nb149jy]Lee Prosser [00:44:31]
That's right. And when the king retired, he finished his dinner about half past eight. And when he retired, the mob descended from the galleries and literally pinched everything in sight, including all the plate, the cutlery, the glassware, the napkins, everything went and they had to have troops to stop them from ransacking the whole place. Oh, I suppose it brings a new touch to the idea of perks, doesn't it?
You know, these are the perks of office as much as ripping up the cloth is concerned. Yeah.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3d6xz6eb2y3x]Charles Farris [00:45:01]
That's a really interesting insight into that, perhaps because I don't know if any analysis has been done of it, but those items of clothing, which I mentioned in the Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection from that event. Some of them do have some sort of strange stains on the arms, perhaps- Well, maybe it's gravy, maybe it's wine. But it could also be waxed because, as you say, there are these descriptions that the bowls at the bottom of these huge candelabras were just filling up and they were raining down on people and they were splatting people in the face every time they tried to catch somebody's attention.
So it's quite an event, an amazing oppressive heat as well, because they're wearing full court dress.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aokppntet04l]Lee Prosser [00:45:36]
We know that George IV used the great coronation banquet of James II as a model, because there are good prints and depictions of it. And we're told that at James II's coronation banquet, people would be letting down little baskets on strings. And if a person dining below was feeling minded, they put a chicken or something in it and up it would go to all the hungry spectators above. [Laughter.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.q4z4n03xgwvj]Charles Farris [00:46:00]
Amazing. I mean, it was an incredibly catered event. If you look at the menu for that, you know, it just I mean quite apart from the huge wine list that they had as well, you know.
Hundreds of gallons of punch and wine and champagne and all these sorts of things. A really incredible event. But I like the idea that they were sending food up to the cheap seats at the top.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sd4zg5dqiy7f]Alden Gregory [00:46:21]
And actually, James II is another one with some coronation mishaps. They sort of surface once he's been deposed a few years later, but they're presented as having been omens at the time, but his crown almost fell off his head. It didn't fit very well. And the canopy that he was that he processed underneath got ripped by gusts of wind. And, you know, these were subsequently seen as bad omens. And people look back on it and go, ‘oh, we should have known from the start that this was going to be a bad rain and it would end badly.’
[bookmark: _heading=h.9ivab6kqflpn]Charles Farris [00:46:54]
Well, weather is often a problem, isn't it? Wasn't Catherine of Aragon had to stop because the rain got so bad in her procession through London? And take shelter. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pfmmind5pf8s]Alden Gregory [00:47:01]
Yeah, and I think she sheltered under an awning at Draper's Hall because the rain was so terrible. One thing I've learned from studying Tudor history and pageantry is every time there was a great event, the weather was terrible.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u4fk892p8ewz]Charles Farris [00:47:12]
Like the Field of The Cloth of Gold, or coronations... Yeah, very good.
Alden Gregory [00:47:13]
Like the Field of Cloth of Gold
[bookmark: _heading=h.ey1ubc89atef]Lee Prosser [00:47:15]
Or the coronation of 1953. I mean, it rained all day, but it didn't put a damper on the celebrations. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.j88mv7sff1wq]Charles Farris [00:47:23]
Well, as the coronation coach of time draws us towards the conclusion of this episode, I thought it would be fun to indulge in a little coronation time travelling. Alden tried to spoil this earlier, but to ask you a couple of questions. Firstly, if you could choose any historical coronation, which would you choose? Alden, would you like to start?
[bookmark: _heading=h.d2q13551fr1i]Alden Gregory [00:47:43]
Well, it won't surprise you, Charlie, that I'm going to say Anne Boleyn’s coronation. Or maybe… maybe I will say Henry VIII's coronations, it's actually less well documented than Anne Boleyn’s. And it would be nice to fill in some of those gaps.
Charles Farris [00:47:58]
Lee?
[bookmark: _heading=h.g6r2frwptgo9]Lee Prosser [00:47:59]
I think without a doubt the coronation of George IV in 1821 because everything about that is superlative. You know, the gorgeousness of the clothes, the amount of money spent on it, the revival of the ceremonial, which was all subsequently dropped for the subsequent coronations. And they said that George IV looked like a gorgeous bird from the East.And I think that would be fantastic to stand in the crowd and see that.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xroub9jsrwqt]Charles Farris [00:48:25]
I think that's a very good choice, Lee, as well. And yours too, Alden, I'm going to jump in with mine if you indulge me and just to say… I think I would have liked to have gone to Henry III's second coronation at Westminster Abbey in 1220. Now, famously, he had a sort of mini coronation in 1216 because the Baron's War was in full swing and he was crowned in Gloucester.
They didn't have a crown available, so he was crowned with his mother's circlet. But it was decided in 1260 he needed another coronation. And this is important for a number of reasons, firstly, because I think this would give me a really good insight into what a medieval coronation was really like.
But also, that's the first time that we have attested references to things like St. Edward's crown being used, the original medieval St. Edward's Crown being used in a coronation. And despite being one of the most famous pieces of regalia in English history, we have no idea what it really looked like! So I'd really like to go and see that!
So we have Anne Boleyn-stroke-Henry VIII, George IV. And Henry III “Part Two”. Great.
Second question. What historic coronation tradition would you bring back if you had the chance?
[bookmark: _heading=h.jee41bg5v7eg]Alden Gregory [00:49:35]
Well, this is an easy one. Wine fountains. [Charles laughs] Wine fountains in London. And I think the coronation banquet. I think that the scale of that and what we haven't talked about is the tradition of the king's champion riding on his horse into Westminster Hall in the middle of the coronations.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pxzxrbws154e]Charles Farris [00:49:55]
In full armour.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ecgqaxqpzbk7]Alden Gregory  [00:49:55]
In full armour! to lay down a challenge to anyone that might dare – [Charles interrupts]
[bookmark: _heading=h.olqu5qloamu3]Charles Farris [00:49:58]
Well, we didn't talk about that. So let's explain that. So the king's champion would ride in full armour mid banquet into the Great Hall.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gewiw2bouwtb]Alden Gregory [00:50:07]
Into the Great Hall at Westminster.
[bookmark: _heading=h.s3jgfl3d3lam]Charles Farris [00:50:08]
Challenge everybody in the room to a fight, effectively, if they dared challenge the authority of their new king. And having done so, was given a gold cup by the king and then rode out about and it's been depicted in a couple of paintings.
But yeah, what an amazing thing that must have been! 
Alden Gregory [00:50:25]
Would love to see it. 
Charles Farris [00:50:26]
Lee?
[bookmark: _heading=h.15o8ubagrccy]Lee Prosser [00:50:27]
I'd like to see the very famous gas balloon that floated over London during George IV's coronation. [Charles guffaws]
Charles Farris [00:50:32]
That is not what I thought you were going to say!
Lee Prosser [00:50:33]
Lit with 3000 lights. I mean, it's such a dangerous thing. But I think that that added a kind of nice, rough touch to the gentility of a coronation ceremony and I'd like to see that kind of thing being revived as well. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.49i4lupo1ers]Charles Farris [00:50:38]
And what year was that, sorry? 
[bookmark: _heading=h.7s2xw69ei9fq]Lee Prosser [00:50:41]
1821.
[bookmark: _heading=h.p2oem05cygqx]Charles Farris  [00:50:45]
Well, that's news to me as well, fantastic.
[bookmark: _heading=h.h44wm9rs8jy8]Alden Gregory  [00:50:49]
I think what we're saying is we want more spectacle and more pageantry from our coronation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lgwi7kfltxye]Charles Farris [00:50:52]
More spectacle, more pageantry. A bit more danger if you're Lee, although, you know, I'm sure there weren't any health and safety risks to having a fully armed knight walk into a...
[bookmark: _heading=h.5bzzmo83eu2]Alden Gregory [00:51:02]
And I'm going to add one more thing, if I may. 
Charles Farris [00:51:03]
Go on then. 
Alden Gregory [00:51:06]
Triumphal arches. I want to see London dressed!
[bookmark: _heading=h.q78lcanklnen]Charles Farris [00:51:09]
The pageant as well. You know, yeah, I want to see the streets of London draped with cloth of gold and these huge, amazing triumphal arches and pageants and theatre.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4cm80ju23muj]Alden Gregory  [00:51:20]
We don't want much, do we?
[bookmark: _heading=h.sioc2bmq4ud2]Charles Farris [00:51:21]
No, we don't want a lot, but that's fine. This is a bit of time travelling. We're allowed to indulge ourselves.
Well, on that note, I think we should leave our listeners to ponder all things coronated and prepare for the forthcoming celebrations. Thank you for listening to this episode on the Historic Royal Palaces podcast. And thank you for joining me today, Alden and Lee.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jw40l9ky76hi]Alden Gregory [00:51:30]
Thank you, Charlie. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.fwq67kk8c27c]Lee Prosser [00:50:33]
Thanks Charlie! 
[bookmark: _heading=h.loiyi89yxsqt]Charles Farris [00:51:35]
[Theme music builds up. It is gentle and melodic.] 
Don't forget to subscribe, share and review so we can spread the word.
Tune in next time for more history and stories from our six palaces!

[Theme music fades out.]

[End of Episode] 
