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Introduction
This is a true story from British history told entirely with pictures.  
There are no printed words. 

This story has been developed for students aged 12-19 years who 
may engage more easily with pictures than text. It can also be used 
with mainstream classes or students with English as an Additional 
Language (EAL) to build oracy and critical thinking skills, and to 
support historical enquiry. 

Elizabeth Tudor is the first in a series of wordless stories for schools 
developed by Historic Royal Palaces (HRP) through co-creative 
partnerships with schools. HRP’s wordless stories support the 
teaching of History for SEND, Primary and Secondary, by making 
notable people and events from the past more accessible, current 
and relatable.

Elizabeth Tudor focuses on formative events during Elizabeth I’s 
childhood and youth before she becomes queen, including losing 
her mother aged two. This story is a tool to encourage exploration 
of themes and concepts that resonate for young people, including: 
loss, fear, isolation, responsibility, loyalty, trust, inner resilience and 
standing up for one’s principles.

Each wordless story is connected with palaces that HRP looks after. 
The story can be used as a pre- or post-visit resource for students 
experiencing in person places where some of the story’s events 
actually took place.

How to read this story
Students ‘read’ a wordless story by making personal meaning from 
the pictures.

A Supporter leads each session using a series of open questions that 
encourage students to read the story out loud in their own words. 

Students’ personal interpretations of a picture are never wrong. 
Encourage them to share their thinking, even if their reading of 
a picture is very different to what happened in history. Use their 
interpretation to encourage deeper discussion about choices the 
character may have in that picture and what the consequences 
might be if they make a different choice.

Some students may be unable to follow a story but may respond to 
particular pictures. Try using sensory items related to the picture  
to encourage engagement.

Set up options: 
•	 One reader + Supporter 
•	 Small group + Supporter 
•	 Independent reader (no Supporter)

Examples of questions: 
•	 I wonder where this is? 
•	 I wonder who that is? 
•	 I wonder what is happening? 
•	 I wonder how he/she/they are feeling right now?  
	 Why do you think that? 
•	 I wonder what they’ll do next? Why do you think that?

Pace 
Read the pages in order. Students can take turns reading aloud.

Read at a moderate pace. For the best learning outcome, students 
should feel relaxed and comfortable during each reading session.

Read as few/many pages in one session as suits your students’ 
comfort and ability level. Give each page the time it needs.

For detailed reading guidance and question 
lists, as well as teaching resources to support 
wordless stories in the classroom, please visit 
hrp.org.uk/schools/wordless-stories or scan 
the QR code.

qrco.de/wordless
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