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Show Notes
In this mini-series on new research at our palaces, Dr Holly Marsden joins Lucy Worsley to explore the many identities of Mary II, disentangling her story from that of her husband and co-ruler William III.

The product of four years of research, Holly's PhD ultimately aims to disrupt the perception that Mary did not have political agency.

This episode is part of a mini-series about new research at our palaces.

Explore more about research at Historic Royal Palaces.

Transcript
[bookmark: _heading=h.w3d2xx5zuud1]Lucy Worsley [00:00:03]
[The podcast opening theme music begins. It is steady and regal. Lucy’s voice comes in on top. She speaks clearly, from the studio, and sounds excited about this new series.]

Hello listeners, and welcome back to the Historic Royal Palaces podcast. I'm Lucy Worsley. I was the long-time chief curator at Historic Royal Palaces, and now I'm a friend to the charity. For this new research at our palaces miniseries, I'm going to be talking to our latest researchers themselves. 

These are PhD students who've been working with us to discover more about the histories and stories from our palaces. You might not know this, but Historic Royal Palaces is an independent research organisation. That's kind of like a university. So what you're going to hear about today is fresh. It's happening right now. It has the potential to shape and change the way we think about the past. So let's jump into some of the exciting new research from our palaces.

[The theme music finishes. Lucy speaks cheerfully.]

OK, today I'm very happy to be with Dr Holly Marsden because Holly has just graduated - she's finished her PhD. Now, let me ask you first of all, Holly, can you tell me before you explain what your research project was, what it was like for you when you were a PhD student at Historic Royal Palaces? How did you spend your time? 

[Holly Marsden speaks with a Southern English accent. She speaks at a steady pace from the studio.]

[bookmark: _heading=h.iryhfe4pwpl5]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:01:21]
My days were super varied. One day I would be holed up in the library with the other students researching or reading or writing. Normally the library at Hampton Court, sometimes other libraries across London. Some days I would be at home just by myself, not sharing my research with anyone, especially the last few months of the thesis was mainly spent me in the library or me at home, just writing and editing over and over again. But some days it was much more exciting. I would go to different archives, different galleries, some abroad, some in the UK. 

It was a really, really cool experience and the real benefit of doing it with Historic Royal Palaces is I had so much access to different buildings, different collections and yeah, some wonderful people made some wonderful connections along the way. Some of my best friends are the other PhD students and some of the career contacts I've made have been through palaces, palaces colleagues. So yeah, it was a very varied life. I think now in this post-PhD stage, I'm craving the PhD life of being able to choose my own schedule, being able to sit in a coffee shop all day and write. Yeah, it was a really cool experience. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.hsy4u67yx4ad]Lucy Worsley [00:02:44]
Ah, I'm happy that you're talking about it so warmly, but I'm sad that it's over for you as well. [Lucy laughs]

[bookmark: _heading=h.r9e78ox9ntgt]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:02:49]
It was a long time. Four years is actually a really, a really long time to have something, something that you're working towards for that long, a very kind of driving, the driving force for those four years, so yeah.

[bookmark: _heading=h.doawirer92gx]Lucy Worsley [00:03:03]
So you had to write, was it 80,000 words? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.dmbnflpblmvg]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:03:06]
Mine was 100,000. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.fcpnqsh2s1o6]Lucy Worsley [00:03:07]
100,000 words and tell us what you wrote about. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.vafbo98oikx6]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:03:10] 
So my title was The Multiple Identities of Queen Mary the Second: Queenship, Culture and Politics in the 17th Century, and it looked at the life of Mary the Second who lived in the late 17th century, she was one of the Stuarts. And it looked at how she crafted and curated her image as Queen and how she used portraiture, palaces and also personal writing to do so, and I tried to balance this out by looking at her personal identity, or many identities in the first chapter of my thesis and that [Holly pauses] in order to really understand the identities she constructed on top. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.csytwtf5dmyk]Lucy Worsley [00:03:51] 
Why were you drawn to this particular subject? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.x8jop9i50x2w]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:03:54]
I think Mary is a really under-studied and under-sung hero in British history and in the history of the Stuarts, to be honest, but a really complex and interesting character. She died when she was only thirty-two and her reign was only for five years and it was in a joint monarchy with her husband and there's so many different complex issues and complex life experiences that she had that makes her a really, really interesting figure that not many people have looked at before. So I was really drawn to her as a person. I think that's really what I've tried to draw out of my research is to see her holistically as a person, as well as a Queen. But there are all of these different factors that made her who she is. And I found that that was the most interesting. 

I kind of found her story through looking at women in the late Stuart courts and networks of women desiring women. And she exchanged some really interesting love letters with one of her friends, and so I found her that way. But then once I researched more about her life, I found it really interesting to understand her as a person and how that affected her reign and how I argue that benefited the success of the dynasty. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.alhqehyy01s]Lucy Worsley [00:05:16]
Could you give me a little sketch of her life story just to situate us? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.h6tmq1et0292]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:05:19] 
Absolutely, so Mary was born. Her parents were James the Second and her mother was Anne Hyde. And Anne Hyde was not considered a worthy marriage match for her father, who was soon to be king. Her uncle was Charles the Second. Mary's mother died when she was just five. And she was raised with her governess Lady Villiers away from the central court, and in her early life she had a really good relationship with her father, especially, and then she was married off when she was 15. 

The match was made by Charles II. She was married to William of Orange, William the Third, and moved to the Netherlands when she was fifteen and she lived in the Dutch court and really kind of made a life there, really felt at home in the Dutch court until she was invited to effectively depose her father who had converted to Catholicism. When he became king, there was, people may be familiar with the Warming Pan Scandal. So there was a scandal in which James the Second and his wife, new wife Mary of Modena, had a child. So this would be the heir to the Catholic throne. And politicians, dubbed the Immortal Seven, wrote to Mary and William in the Netherlands, inviting them to depose Mary's father. 

This was an act which kind of tormented Mary throughout her whole life. But she followed through and really saw it as her duty and her dynasty to the people of England and also to her faith, to God and she did this and then reigned, co-reigned with her husband for five years until she died aged 32 of smallpox. And she was not able to have children, so they didn't have a direct heir. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.nmcgz6byjdxv]Lucy Worsley [00:07:10]
So she's really breaking the rules, going against your own dad. That's almost the worst thing you can do as a 17th century woman. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ovrcdl8sal86]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:07:18] 
Absolutely. Didn't have children and went against her own father. And she was ridiculed for the act. So Jacobites’ followers of her father ridiculed her and compared her to the Roman woman Tullia, who committed parricide and killed her father. So people really took this story and this act and used it as propaganda against Mary and William's rule. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.mhv7necn375l]Lucy Worsley [00:07:42] 
When I think of Mary's life, I think of her learning to ice skate on the frozen canals of Holland. I think of tulips, I think of singing birds in the sort of lovely, rich 17th century rooms that she had at Kensington Palace. But you've brought hard politics into the story of her life as well. Why do you think there was a need for this research to be done? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ty6az7zi2u7s]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:08:04] 
There was a need because, I think because of Mary's co-rulership, because she was in this official co-rulership, they were equal in theory, equal king and queen, William and Mary. She has been completely, her life story has been completely entangled with her husband's. And for example, there is a biography that's called ‘William's Mary.’ People, even though they were both legitimate, they were both, in theory had equal power, people saw William as the dominant character, as the person with power and that's kind of remained in history today. 

People see Mary as William's meek and feeble wife and part of that is what I argue her own self-construction. In some of her memoirs, she often expressed that she didn't want to rule alone, she wanted to rule beside her husband. She was offered the throne before by herself and argued that she would rather her husband by her side. And I think some of these writings in which she claims the politics of the cabinet council were really overwhelming, just kind of expressing the difficulties of being a queen and being a queen who actually had a lot of responsibility. 

William was away fighting wars on the continent for the majority of their reign, so a lot fell to Mary and this was difficult. And she expressed that, and because of these expressions, she's kind of been written off as being meek and feeble and not really being interested in politics. But her rule and the way she conducted her rule shows, and I argue this is kind of the main, the summary of my thesis is that I argue her actions prove that she had a really astute understanding of gendered power dynamics. She expressed the amount of power that as a 17th century woman, she was allowed to express. And committing to other types of power, the soft power of portraiture, architecture, really shows that she understood how much power she was allowed to show and so this is, yeah, this is why I think there is a real need because actually she did have a good understanding of politics and she really committed to being a queen. 

She attended cabinet meetings, she made very important decisions to do with the Navy and the Army as well, especially when William was away and there is a real lack of telling that story, but also telling the personal side to her reign. I think because she died so young and she was really hugely mourned after her death and it was incredibly sad, very sudden, she died of smallpox. And I think the mourning has kind of fed into a narrative that she was, yeah kind of this meek, hard done by person and that's not to say she didn't really suffer because she did really suffer. She had lots of health issues and mental health issues as well. 

But I think it kind of the narrative is undermining of her understanding of politics and kind of the joys of her life as well, so I really wanted through my thesis, I really wanted to show her as a person who did suffer and who did die prematurely and who did struggle with the political side of her reign which, I mean, that was her whole life, her whole role was to be a queen and also to be a vehicle for procreation, which didn't happen for her. But I also wanted to bring in the joys of her life and bring in all the positive experiences of her life, all the amazing friendships she had and all of the relationships that really kind of drove her forward in her life, which comes through through her writing mainly and through her letters. 

Lucy Worsley [00:12:00]
Interesting! So she wasn't a victim and she wasn't an afterthought, as in William oh and Mary too. I'm thrilled that you've sort of brought this to the fore and I'm quite intrigued by your suggestion that maybe she was presenting herself as meek and mild because she feared a backlash. She knew that she couldn't own her power quite as sort of boldly as we might expect her to do as people living in the 21st century. 

Could you tell me about some particular highlights? Were there any sort of discovery moments, moments when a little light bulb went off in your head and you thought, ‘ha ha!’? 

Dr. Holly Marsden [00:12:40] 
Yeah, I think finding a lot of her letters really, yeah, those times when you're in the archive and you come across even Mary's signature it still makes me excited to this day, even though I researched her for four years.

Um, some of her letters, I found a group of letters between James, her father and Mary – and they're both kind of defending their faiths and James is explaining why he converted to Catholicism and Mary is actually being really understanding towards him and she's explaining why she thinks her faith is the correct faith, and it was a really interesting and enlightening moment for me reading and finding these letters because I think because, because of the Glorious Revolution, because she deposed her father and that really caused a huge rift as it would in their relationship, and kind of the decline of their relationship is very apparent in her personal writing, I thought kind of there was always animosity between them when it came to religion, but actually these letters show that they really try to understand one another. And it was a really wonderful moment and really kind of a personal, I really felt the person behind the Queen in that moment. 

There are lots of wonderful letters that I read. There are a group in the Netherlands in a castle archive and they're between her and one of her besties in the Netherlands and they’re just really wonderfully personal and I mean there's hundreds of them. Unfortunately I wasn't able to include all of them or even translate all of them for my thesis. But another moment where I stood back and I was like, oh she was a real person with really enriching friendships and these letters are like living proof of her existing. It's one of those things where you research these historical figures and then reading letters or reading their writing is such a kind of a connective moment, and yeah,  I found a lot of those throughout the PhD where I've had to take a step back and be like, wow [Holly laughs] she existed and yeah it's really cool to have the opportunity to study her. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.c6q7emsc4csx]Lucy Worsley [00:14:55] 
It's amazing how you can be sat by yourself in a room with some papers and you can hear dead people speaking to you sometimes, it’s fabulous [Holly agrees ‘Absolutely’]. Tell me more about the castle in the Netherlands. I can't let that slip!

[bookmark: _heading=h.phmcdf9fajth]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:15:06] 
Yeah it's Twickel Castle and it was lived in by one of her friends, Agnes. And there is this tiny archive connected to it and you have to kind of walk in through the big gates, you have to make an appointment. There's one archivist, it’s maybe the size of a small living room and all of the letters, it's a very old school archive system, all of the letters are just in big folders. And yeah it was a really, really fun place to go, I mean it took a really, I was going by public transport and it took a long time to get there and to navigate my way around the huge grounds. But it was very exciting going into the castle. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ilpmxn6plbu0]Lucy Worsley [00:15:47]
Oh it sounds great. I'm really jealous of you getting these experiences [Lucy laughs]. So could you pretend now that you're a bird and fly up into the air and take a look at what you've done. What do you think, how do you think it's going to change the way that we all think about the past, your project? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.5e35i5uj1iu1]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:16:06] 
I think, so I, as I've mentioned I look a lot at Mary's relationships and part of those is, part of her relationships were what I like to call queer coded. She wrote these really amazing and quite graphic love letters to one of her friends when she was a teenager that kind of played up to literary conventions of the time, Baroque literary conventions of really dramatic, romantic love stories. And they're really interesting to read and I like to view them with a lens that kind of addresses the grey areas of homosocial bonds and allows for us viewing women's relationships as not always being in the binary in the past. And I really want to, I kind of in my thesis look at Mary and some of her contemporaries and they’re kind of ‘lesbian-like’, as Judith Bennett calls it, relationships and I essentially want to show people that women weren't always heterosexual in the past, I want to show that there were lots of different types of relationships that people may not know about or that people may not like to address for the early modern period. So I think that's one way that I want to change how history is written or perceived, showing that there are just many different types of relationships and people who desired people of the same sex existed in the past too. 

And another way is changing how Mary herself is viewed, showing that she not, maybe not necessarily enjoyed the political side to her reign, but definitely understood and took it seriously. And that she was a person and a ruler in her own right. I think she deserves a lot more credit for the success of the co-monarchy because it was effectively successful, even though there was a yeah, this whole other faction, the Jacobites attacking their rulership the whole time. She maintained, her and William maintained a successful co-rulership and they didn't really have much of a precedent to do this and I argue that it was Mary's image building and identity building that she had to negotiate really against William's poor reputation. And he had a poor reputation for many reasons but partly it was because he was foreign, it was because he was short and asthmatic which is very unfair, but also because there were rumours that he was having relationships outside of his marriage. So Mary really had to negotiate her own identity against this. 

I use Maria Hayward's idea of the good wife which she uses to describe Catherine of Braganza, Charles II's wife and argue that she had to build this identity against William and that fed into, that really was one of the reasons for the success of the dynasty. So I really just want to bring her out of William's shadow and show that she really made a positive impact and she really tried to build an identity that meant that her rulership was liked and maybe not popular because the country was divided at this point between followers of her father, and herself, but show that she really made an active effort towards the increasing or influencing the image of the monarchy at this time. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.7ku94b92iejk]Lucy Worsley [00:19:53]
So she's found a fabulous champion in you, Holly [Lucy laughs]. And I'm very intrigued, I think you're saying that if you approach the sources open-minded about the possibility of things like same-sex desire existing in the past, it gives you a new understanding of what you're looking at and you talk about queer coding like they're using a secret language to express things like same sex desire that we can only today from our vantage point can we work this out and spot it, is that right? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.bq967kkeqjyw]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:20:21] 
Yeah, absolutely. Yeah [Holly laughs].

[bookmark: _heading=h.x4fig3wekgk5]Lucy Worsley [00:20:24]
Fabulous. Now let's say, what's next for you then? I know that you're coming back to Historic Royal Palaces to help us start preparation on a new exhibition about Mary. We're not going to specify too much detail about what this exhibition is because it's in the early stages but what are you up to? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ajl6erxg5e5]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:20:41] 
So I'm up to, my life is looking very different now that I've finished my PhD but I've got a few publications in the pipeline. There are quite a few avenues that I wasn't able to go down in my thesis or quite a few sources that I couldn't quite dive into. So I’m utilising my knowledge and some writing that I wasn’t able to include in my thesis and putting those towards some publications. And that's absolutely right, I am very happy to be back at the palaces in a research capacity, looking at my favourite girl, Mary the Second. So that is what I'm up to, doing a few other little bits and bobs but mainly research and working on these publications. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.kq1qcn9avsoy]Lucy Worsley [00:21:23] 
We particularly want to know what her rooms at Kensington Palace would have looked like because we want to re-present them. Have you got any early things you're able to share with us that you think that we're going to have to incorporate into our plans? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.6n5h6s6amjfg]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:21:35] 
Definitely, I really want to bring the rooms to life. Mary had a lot going on in her rooms at Kensington. Kensington was a place that she really felt at home and she really felt proud to be in a space that she curated herself. She chose a lot of the furniture. She worked with building managers and architects and I really wanted to incorporate some of the elements, the original elements that she had in her room. So, allusions to pets running around and music playing and kind of really bring in a court culture that she really, she really formed herself and really, she put a lot into the design and orchestration of the palaces and I really want to bring them to life. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.nz20h4q5l8v6]Lucy Worsley [00:22:19] 
Holly, you said at the start that Mary was skilled in using soft power, so culture, architecture, that kind of thing. Was she doing that at Kensington Palace itself, do you think? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.qij4xhdgyoo0]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:22:30]
She was indeed. She was doing that in many of the palaces that she built and inhabited but Kensington particularly, she talks a lot in the memoirs that survive. Talks a lot about working with different people to create these dream palaces and that she really felt at home orchestrating the palaces and that it was a real outlet for her. And I think that she understood that this was a way she could not only demonstrate power but also orchestrate spaces that allowed for successful diplomacy in which she housed ambassadors and diplomats and negotiated power relations. 

A fun excerpt of her life, I think, is that she used drinking chocolate as a means of diplomacy and used the spaces in a really, a really lively way. So not only did she choose the furniture and the portraiture and the textiles that were inside the palaces but she chose how they were used as well and she was really interested in music. Her favourite composer was Purcell who also wrote her funeral odes as well and used those for his own funeral which is quite a fun fact, I think. But she really used this side of her power, this gendered power to make the spaces not only a place where she felt at home but a place where politics could really play out, where hierarchies could play out, where people could negotiate power. And I think she understood this very well. 

But they were also, designing the palaces was a huge personal outlet for her and she really enjoyed it. And that it really shows in her surviving memoirs where she talks about feeling at home in them and talks about talking to the architects and how it really gave her a sense of purpose. But I think that's completely tied into her understanding of power and how she should exhibit her own power. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.qn792nu8z7n0]Lucy Worsley [00:24:40]
I loved the idea that there might be fewer walls if there was more hot chocolate. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.y8ta46z1rgrn]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:24:45] 
Indeed, me too. [Holly laughs].

[bookmark: _heading=h.2ufr4x6zvxhm]Lucy Worsley [00:24:46] 
I'm looking forward to the moment when those rooms are ready and you can walk through them and you can think, I helped to shape this.

Well, Dr. Holly Marsden, thank you so much for your time! 

[bookmark: _heading=h.f2ko8ipm9qgs]Dr. Holly Marsden [00:24:56] 
Thank you very much. Thanks for having me!

[bookmark: _heading=h.wyun06u2mbsl]Lucy Worsley [00:24:59] 
[The theme music continues – it is measured and stately, then becomes more relaxed. Lucy speaks over the top.]

And thank you listeners for joining us on this mini series into new research at our palaces. Now the idea for this series actually came from you. Someone got in touch and said ‘we'd like to hear more about the PhD students.’ So please do keep the ideas coming. Tell us what you'd like to hear about and join us next time for more histories and stories from our six palaces. 

[Theme music fades out.] 

[End of Episode.] 
