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Guidance and Inventory for Sensory Storytelling Kit
Guidance
Historic Royal Palaces (HRP) is delighted to introduce the new Sensory Storytelling Kit, which has been developed as part of a new in-school learning programme for students with additional learning needs.  The objects in the Kit support multisensory exploration and specifically aim to engage students with the Palace and its stories.  
There are 4 object bags in total, all stored within a specific Kit case. Each bag relates to a theme connected to Hampton Court Palace, and labelled accordingly. The Sensory Storytelling Kit has been designed for flexible use within a classroom environment. There are also accompanying session plans, sensory stories and suggested making activities to support engagement moment. 
The kit should be used following staff attendance at a CPD session organised by HRP - held at your school.
Preparation in advance of using the Kit:
· Review all instructions and handling guidance included in the kit, and during CPD training, before opening or using any items;
· Set up on a clean, flat, and stable surface;
· Remove any food, drink or clutter;
· Do not leave objects unattended.

During Object Handling Activities:
· Ask or assist participants in washing hands before handling;
· Ensure objects are always used under adult supervision to minimise risk of damage or injury.

Post Object Handling Activities: 
· Ensure all objects are checked against the inventory list and cleaned;
· Replace objects into any packaging and return to the storage case. Inform Historic Royal Palaces of any damaged or missing items as soon as possible;
· Store the Kit in a secure, dry, and clean area when not in use.

Inventory

Hampton Court Palace bag: 
· 1 x pop-up palace tent – a portable palace to help transport students to Hampton Court Palace (HCP). 
· 1 x large blue fabric sheet –multipurpose cloth to represent the chapel ceiling at HCP, the sea, and clothing. 
· 8 x gold stars - for astrological symbols on the chapel ceiling
· 1 x crown – to represent that HCP was a home to past kings and queens. The crown has detachable jewels for sensory exploration. 
· 1 x sound button – for teachers and students to record a trumpet sound that can be played for their royal arrival at the palace. 

Horticulture bag:
· 8 x orange scent boxes – to allow students to smell the oranges that were grown in Queen Mary’s gardens.
· 1 x orange soft plush toy – to be used in a sensory story to show oranges being imported from overseas. 
· 1 x thunder tube – for students to hear the change in weather and seasons during the orange’s journey in the sensory story. 
· 1 x water spritzer  - for students to feel the spray of the sea during the orange’s journey in the sensory story. 
· 2 x fabric fans – for students to feel the wind during the orange’s journey in the sensory story.

Food and Feasting bag: 
· 1 x wooden trencher – to illustrate what lower-class Tudors would have eaten off. 
· 1 x leather goblet – to illustrate how lower-class Tudors would have drunk.  
· 4 x marchpane roller stamps – for students to use during a making activity, to create elaborate designs like the Tudors would have done with their food. 
· 2 x faux bread rolls –to represent the food typically served during mealtimes for staff under the court of Henry VIII

Entertainment bag:
· 1 x joust horse toy –to illustrate that horses were used during jousting tournaments
· 8 x chainmail squares  – for students to feel the weight and texture of knights’ protective clothing
· 1 x laminated jousting image – to provide a clear visual for students where jousting may be a foreign concept 
· 1 x jousting game dice – to be used during a drama-based activities to get students involved in different elements of a medieval joust
· 8 x handheld ribbons – for students to cheer and celebrate during the joust. 
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