








Historic Royal Palaces Podcast

The Indian Army at the Palace:
Legacy of Empire


Show Notes
In this week’s episode, exhibition lead Zakira Begum and Community Curators Rav Singh and Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill explore the impact of the World Wars on the Indian Army, how they moved the Indian Subcontinent towards independence from the British Empire, and ultimately how the legacy of this history is still relevant today. 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll][bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs]This is the second of two episodes where we’re celebrating the opening of our new exhibition at Hampton Court Palace called ‘The Indian Army at the Palace.’  

Information and tickets for The Indian Army at the Palace: The Forgotten Story of the Indian Army. 

Please be aware that this episode contains themes of scientific race theories.

Transcript
[bookmark: _heading=h.2djnspsin7is]Zakira Begum [00:00:03] 
Welcome back to the Historic Royal Palaces podcast. I'm Zakira, I work in the exhibitions team here at the Palaces, and today is the second of two episodes where we're exploring the story of the British Indian Army. If you haven't listened to the first episode where we covered the context of Empire, pop back and listen to that now, because we're going to be picking up where we left off. In this episode, we'll explore the legacy of the Empire and the British Indian Army and what relevance it has today. I'm joined again by Community Curators, Rav and Tej. Welcome back, both. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.bvnetbdhj0h5]Rav Singh [00:00:34] 
Oh, thanks for having us. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1bdu5gtij2e1]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:00:35] 
Happy to be back. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.c6fo9ef24etb]Zakira Begum [00:00:37] 
Rav and Tej, can you just give us a quick recap on where we got up to in the story of the British Indian Army? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gaf23uw837vr]Rav Singh [00:00:41] 
Indeed, in our first episode, we covered the British Empire, the East India Company, and the birth of the British Raj. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.4l51ispkgtt5]
[bookmark: _heading=h.n1gemgal7s0q]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:00:47] 
And also we looked at the first two encampments, prior to the First World War, the encampments at Hampton Court Palace. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.87e3pjcs4cz]Zakira Begum [00:00:54] 
So how are the army involved in the celebrations? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.rkwaecvkpnr]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:00:57] 
The Indian Army was involved in several ways. They were primarily involved with the parades, and taking part as the Indian Army contingent, as other colonial contingents did. So that was and there's many, many pictures and stereo views that we have of this, of this parade. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.k8tehcogk16j]Zakira Begum [00:01:17] 
And can you explain what a stereo view is? I don't think most people know what that is. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.56h6nm9j9e0b]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:01:23] 
Yes. Of course. In fact, you can come to the exhibition and view these. They are effectively elongated postcards. They are very, very cool actually, you can pick one up and use a viewfinder and you could look at them in 3D and they look amazing. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ni07stzhnv21]Zakira Begum [00:01:40] 
So, what is the other side of this story? What's going on as well as the celebrations? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.h7ih03de0q54]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:01:48] 
Well, if we look at the encampments almost as a microcosm of what was going on at the time, the camps themselves were set up, to reflect the caste and the class sensitivities that prevailed at the time. So you have British officers, Indian officers, and what we just call Indian other ranks, which is any soldier who's not an officer. So three sectors within the camp. And they were quite clearly divided in three sectors. If you go into the cook houses or the kitchens, they were also divided by caste and religious sensitivities. And this was widely reported on in newspapers at the time. But also, as we touched upon previously, there was, you know, a controversial study done at one of the encampments in 1902, which wouldn't be done today. So there is this other, sort of, ugly side to what happened and what occurred in London, just over a century ago. Where, you know, an attempt was made to sort of classify human beings. Ultimately, that's what it was. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.mshwkwbj8i0j]Zakira Begum [00:03:02] 
And do you think the study was done, and do you think these kinds of divides that were happening in the actual camp when they were encamped there, were due to this kind of belief that certain people were better than others based on kind of racial elements or ethnicities. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.h4921hrtzsgm]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:03:25] 
That's right. There was a belief that certain people are better than others or more suited at certain tasks than others. And also more purer than others. Because, you know, we can't ignore the fact that there was also a caste system in India. So this sort of, martial race theory married with this caste system, you know, provided this weird marriage of, you know, skewed recruitment practices. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.m3qd5po96pf]Zakira Begum [00:03:49] 
And just, just for our listeners who won't be familiar with that? Could you give a brief kind of explanation of what the caste system is? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.zcbf0fy9oyhq]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:03:57] 
Yeah, the caste system prevails in India even today. You know, with this sort of hierarchical structure, vertical structure, which is effectively division of man according to a family that you're born into. And, no matter what, you can never change. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.wqwomf3sl7b]Zakira Begum [00:04:15] 
And so was the caste system kind of used by the British Indian Army then, as a way to kind of reinforce these kinds of stereotypes and divisions? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.c7dqw51sgyuj]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:04:25] 
Absolutely. In fact, when a British officer went to India, when he was posted to India, he was given a handbook for different groups. So, they'd be a handbook for Sikhs, handbook for Punjabi Muslims. And in these handbooks it was described, what is the typical behaviour of that individual and how that individual can be tamed, or how or where to even recruit people from that community in certain fairs, you know, in certain areas. And which areas have good recruits and bad recruits according to the caste. So it was quite a microscopic level, and this was very useful from the British point of view, because the divide and rule policy, it kept people divided. 

And this is what they wanted, because they didn't really want another episode of what happened during the mutiny and for an uprising. So as long as you got people divided against each other, they'll keep them busy. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.d1dyag76dhx3]Zakira Begum [00:05:15] 
And of course, in the midst of all of this, we have the outbreak of World War One. So what is going on in the Indian Army at the time? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.u276giw3xbb]Rav Singh [00:05:22] 
So, well, of course, I think everyone studies World War One at GCSE right nowadays. And what I was taught was the Germans, the British, everyone was involved in empire building. You know, everyone's going modern, they're building ships, they're building their empires. And no one really wanted World War One in Europe, you know? So people expected a quick war. Lord Kitchener expected a quick war. Everyone expected a quick war to be over and dusted and everyone carried on with building their empires, you know? But actually, what happened is very quickly, they were entrenched, you know, entrenched in warfare. And now you need manpower. And where are you going to get more soldiers from? And they call upon the Indian Army. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.quq41h5cxx92]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:06:03] 
Well, the Indian Army at the time was the largest standing army in the world. Trained, that is, already trained and you know, there were, the timing, it was crucial. The timing, the intervention of the Indian Army was quite early on much earlier than other members of the Commonwealth, but members of the Empire as it was then. And the Indian Army participated in every major theatre of war. Well, 1.5 million combatants and non-combatants. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.e6369yxriy8u]Zakira Begum [00:06:34] 
Wow. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.smmfslnuz8q1]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:06:35] 
And, it is often, you know, overlooked. And it's important that we shed a light on this. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.b1b66hmt0v9o]Zakira Begum [00:06:42] 
And do we have an idea of how the Indian Army felt about fighting for Britain at the time? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.otyk6h25m19u]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:06:48] 
Well, one thing that's often forgotten is actually the Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian Congress Party actually encouraged recruitment into the Indian Army to fight for the First World War, because it was felt by the political leadership at the time that this could lead to dominion status and as a stepping stone to independence. 

So there was actually a big drive to get people to fight in the First World War. Which probably explains how so many people signed up. Now, for the average soldier, his identity and his honour, family honour was tied to military tradition. And it was also the “izzat” of the village, as you say, the respect of the village. So he felt compelled to sign up, you know, to uphold the honour of his village. But we can cast an objective lens as to how they felt, because there's many, many letters written by the soldiers once they were entrenched. And many of the soldiers were aware that censorship and, etc. would screen out some of these letters ever getting back home. But the soldiers were fully aware that you know that they had, they invoked notions of loyalty to the King Emperor, when you read these letters. 

And they also emphasised the duty to God because maybe they felt it was a duty to fight, maybe for getting India free from Britain and also to honour their respect to their village. But as the war went on, you can see soldiers writing, you know, discouraging their friends and family from joining the army because of the horrors of the war. And interestingly, an archive came to light in the 1970s of an American historian who interviewed, who took oral histories from World War One veterans and his name was Doctor Ellinwood, and, because it was recorded only, you know, fairly recently, without the threat of any censorship, they were very frank about what they thought [about] their time in the army during First World War. 

And some of these soldiers, you know, the primary evidence we have is, some of these soldiers speak about racial segregation. They had very strong views about racial discrimination that they'd suffered. And they had a hunger for civil rights. Probably because of what they'd seen abroad and there was a growing belief that they should have their independence. And this came across in these oral histories and further to that, they mentioned that they were subject to floggings, which never came across in any of the letters and they were paid less than their white counterparts. They were transported in trains, they were segregated in different carriages, they were denied home leave. So these oral histories shed a different light to letters that we'd seen written at the time. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.14tm92bh5hv5]Zakira Begum [00:09:46] 
Definitely. It really does hit home as to how much our understanding is, it was shaped by officials of the time. And like they say, the victors write the history, don't they? So this is really interesting new evidence that we have of how complex and how devastating people's situations were. So while the war is going on in Europe, meanwhile, what is happening in India? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.mo2sf8yq5i75]Rav Singh [00:10:16] 
Yes and now we're looking at the early part of the 20th century, and there has been this rise, as we mentioned in the first episode, of individuals who are beginning to organise themselves and the demand for dominion status and ultimately self-rule and independence is beginning to grow. And we see individuals coming into England and going back to India or other countries. And I just want to mention a few of these names and the kind of organisations that people may have heard about. So individuals like Bipin Chandra Pal, you know, he was educated here at Oxford but at New Manchester College. But he went back to India and was mainly one of the main protagonists around the debate around the Bengal partition. 

You know, I mean, in 1905, Shyamji Krishna Varma, he came in 1879 and in 1905 he established the India Home Rule Society. Another individual we have is Lala Har Dayal. So, Har Dayal, he came in 1905 and studied at Saint John's College in Oxford, but he ultimately went back and set up, he was a founding member in 1913 of the Hindustan Ghadar Party, which was established in California. So these individuals have now been educated in England, have seen something about free society, and have started to organise themselves in places around the world and this movement starts to grow. 

So we get to the end of World War One, it's 1919 and we have lots of soldiers returning back to, for my part of history, back to the Punjab and what they are seeing when they were in France and they were in Belgium, and when they were in hospitals in England, it kind of opened their eyes into what a democratic free society actually operates like. Even having, you know, in cafes, on Parisian streets, it impressed them because people were free to have coffees. And they were writing, and they came back and they said, actually, we've come back to Punjab and you're suddenly, you know, they could feel colonial power above them, you know. And then we have the Amritsar, the Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th of April 1919. 

This episode on the 13th of April 1919 is pivotal, it's called the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Amritsar. But actually, there's podcasts out there that cover this in very fine detail, so we won't go into that right now, but actually it's linked to events post. So what happened is in the early 1920s, these young men, Sikh soldiers, are coming back to the Punjab. And what they found is while they were away in Europe, our institutions, our gurdwaras [Sikh places of worship] were handed over to administrators who were termed mahants. And these administrators began to run our gurdwaras like businesses. And what happened was, if you don't know, in a gurdwara we have a twenty-four hour free kitchen concept. So we would always cook hot meals for every visitor, regardless of caste or creed or religion, and what had happened in the Guru Ka Bagh Morcha in 1921, and this was witnessed by Europeans and this was written about. And what had happened is that when the soldiers came back and they said, we're back now, we want access back to our gurdwaras, the keys by the government. We said, okay, after a long time they said, you can have the gurdwaras back, but the land that surrounds the gurdwaras from which you derive the wood for which you had their kitchens running with the fires, that's still a business and you have to buy that wood. But ultimately, in the old days, the land came with the gurdwaras, it was a Chagee [observant Sikh person] given by an emperor, you know. So this caused a morcha [protest]. And a morcha is a peaceful demonstration they took on and they said, we're not going to fight. But we're going to pray and we're going to meditate, and we're going to make our demands known to the government because we want our entire land and gurdwaras back, not just the keys and then it is operating as a business and this happened in 1920, 1921, 1922. And these soldiers who are now back in their villages were struck upon by the very police force that they helped in World War One and this is not known, but they were peaceful throughout, they were just praying. The prisons fill up and someone noticed all of this, and that person's name was Gandhi. He noticed that there are peaceful demonstrations going on, and it's having a high impact. And we got our keys back. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.enqyd1r8gedj]Zakira Begum [00:14:49] 
Wow. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ws9vrgmsvvvt]Rav Singh [00:14:49] 
And it started to sow the seeds in Gandhi's head of the peaceful movement to get self-rule. But we're kind of, because David Attenborough hasn't covered it in great detail in Gandhi, we've kind of lost it from history now. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.nnn820lcip5d]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:15:01] 
And another pivotal moment in 1919, stretching to 1920, was the second wave of the Spanish flu, which the Indian troops had brought back to India. And actually, this had a devastating effect in India. You know, up to 35 to 50 million people were killed. You know, you could, a factor of 200 more, 200 times more than Indians killed in the First World War. So bodies were piling up on the streets. So you had, you know, Jallianwala Bagh, you had the Spanish flu and if you just put this in the context of the 1919 encampment, when the soldiers came to take part in the Victory Parade. At that point in 1919, the Jallianwala Bagh happened and Spanish flu has been, you know, running the rage in Punjab. And now they're back in Hampton Court in 1919. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.hbpg2y50s9a2]Zakira Begum [00:15:49] 
How conflicting feelings you must have been having if you were a soldier at that time, yeah.

[bookmark: _heading=h.had7wvofarem]Rav Singh [00:15:55] 
So in the early 1920s, I described this Guru Ka Bagh Morcha, which kind of laid the seeds in Gandhi's mind of a non-violent approach, you know. And then we get to the 1930s. Because politically in India, we are getting more and more organised and more constructed. And the British were victorious in World War One, and we wanted a reward. And that was Dominion status in those days. We wanted to be like Australia or Canada with the ability to self-govern. The Round Table Conferences take place in St James's Palace 1930 to 1932, and the demands are starting to be organised, you know. And then we start to see, well actually, dominion status to actually independence, full independence. And then we have World War Two and it's back, all efforts back to the war front between 1939 and 1945. World War Two, we were victorious. And then we enter a new chapter. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.k80oh5l2h3nu]Zakira Begum [00:16:54] 
So let's take it back to the encampments and dates. So there is another encampment that happens, which is kind of the last one, I think in 1937. And that's the coronation of George VI and so what's, what's the sentiment at the moment in the Indian Army? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.x44co071e758]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:17:12] 
Well, paradoxically, I mean, even like Rav mentioned, agitations that have taken place. And of course, the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, you would think, there wouldn't be that many people would fight in the Second World War. But actually more people fought in the Second World War than the First World War. 2.5 million. And that's the largest volunteer army the world has seen. And this is despite everything that's happened in India, which Rav has just, you know, explained. So there are some changes now in the sentiments and even the makeup of the Indian Army. 

For example, women are involved almost albeit in a non-combat role, but they are now women involved. Munitions factories, they're involved in munitions factories. There's no more cavalry. It's all mechanised. So the nature of war has changed both, you know, not just in India, but everywhere. And yet Indians again stepped up to the plate and ultimately, because of this desire and hunger for independence. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.pwxzprqj52xb]Zakira Begum [00:18:18] 
That's really interesting. It's also important to probably mention, some of the reasons why some people did sign up, would have been to do with money and be living in poverty as well? Could you, could you go into that a little? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.kv0o4i9uz6xb]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:18:32] 
Yes. I mean, back then, you know, either your farming or in agriculture or you really joined the army. There weren't really that many options as there are today. So economic factors were primarily the main draw to the army. You know, you get fed, watered, get a uniform, and a job for life and a piece of land, hopefully at the end when you retire, which is important to sustain yourself and your family. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.rgm9ejn6fx0f]Zakira Begum [00:19:04] 
It would be difficult to talk about this subject without touching upon Partition. So what was Partition? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.r4uw5kveur6l]Rav Singh [00:19:12] 
1947. The partition of India into a state for Muslims, East Pakistan and a state for Bengalis, West Pakistan with arbitrary lines drawn along religious lines, and the movement of millions of people. That is Partition. The line incidentally, the line was called the Radcliffe Line after an administrator from Whitehall who'd been sent out there to draw a line. He'd never been to India before. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.bz67ri4woiub]Zakira Begum [00:19:42] 
Yeah, so you could say the line was arbitrary? It didn't really take into account any other considerations...

[bookmark: _heading=h.tfbybbxx5q7]Rav Singh [00:19:48] 
It was complicated. You know, if you look at any village in India, it's a community. How do you divide a community? You know, across one factor? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.jcs9y2z9hc2s]Zakira Begum [00:19:56] 
Let's backtrack a little bit. So we were at the end of World War Two now. And we're coming into partition of India, can we go into a little bit about what was going on in India and how the British were handling things with the inclusion of the Indian Army? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.w39317d7xbr7]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:20:17] 
Well, a lot of things were going on on both sides. But World War Two really financially crippled Britain. They just couldn't afford to carry on ruling in India. So there was that side. There was the fact that on the Indian side, there was a huge call to, you know, separate now and get independence. But also, the British also, just couldn't keep, you know, financing and keeping hold of India because World War Two had financially crippled them. So it was two ways, why this sort of came to a crescendo. And yet, you know, I wouldn't say they mutually decided to leave, but there were reasons on both sides for them to leave. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.wfrzucmhadkb]Zakira Begum [00:20:58] 
And how did the Indian Army kind of help, either help or not actually help the British Indian Army, with this divide of a nation. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.b0goxtz18rk5]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:21:11] 
Interestingly, the Indian Army didn't really get involved in that sense. You know, if you look at partition itself and refugees going both East and West, the Indian Army typically stood down. This is why the carnage happened. You know, you often speak to people and they say, you know, the grandfathers were in so-and-so regiment and they were posted right in the South when partition happened to keep out of the way. But, you know, partition itself caused a very painful division for the Indian Army. You know, there was bifurcation of regiments, cantonments, history, joint histories, and transfer of battalions and regiments from east to west and west to east. And, you know, the formation of the new Pakistan Army. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.x8gom8joncma]Zakira Begum [00:22:01] 
It's really important to, really go into the fact that families were being divided and communities were being divided, not just within the Indian Army, but also, personal loyalties, and your friends and family were being divided at the time as well. I'd like, I wonder if you can go into kind of how an officer, not an officer, an Indian soldier would have been feeling to be told to stand down while they're watching their motherland being, going through this. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.rkbvqovedb3g]
[bookmark: _heading=h.sgxhb34ck794]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:22:35] 
Well, it would have been, well, if you think of partition, really, to put it bluntly, it was Punjab and Bengal. If you look at the rest of India, they didn't really see partition in the same way Punjabi or Bengali saw it. So if you were posted in, if you were originally in Punjab or the Northwest frontier region, and you were just posted to somewhere like Pune where you wouldn't even see anything. 

So they wouldn't, only until they went back home and they saw the carnage. I mean, obviously news and information didn't travel as fast in those days. So it was only when they came back to the Punjab to see what happened and the sort of massacres that happened, that it drew on them how horrific it was. But they were, they were kept away from it. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2mfrbl9zs0x1]Zakira Begum [00:23:20] 
And that was intentional, I'm guessing?
[bookmark: _heading=h.cgxmoopgnsi2]
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fn2z6wibeqw]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:23:23]  
I can only assume it was intentional.

[bookmark: _heading=h.7h4z53stqgc3]Rav Singh [00:23:26] 
I think it was a rushed experience. And let's just say law and order was put aside. And then the carnage, the opportunity for carnage along those racial lines that had been sown ever since, you know, that theory we talked about in Episode One, it all came to, it all came to a head. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.i5q1ykh27pap]Zakira Begum [00:23:46] 
It all came to fruition basically. Yeah. And these massacres that we're talking about, this is what we're referring to here is, families and individuals just being on the wrong side of the line. Could you go into a little bit of that background? 

[bookmark: _heading=h.dipsufnu5a7g]Rav Singh [00:24:00] 
Yeah, and I think with the work we do, I think every person of South Asian heritage here in the UK, but particularly Punjabi or Bengali heritage in the UK, they've got a story of partition in their own family. Whether that story has never been told or it's only coming to light in the last ten, fifteen years, there's a story because that's part of the reason why we're here. We were displaced, you know. So our family, my own family on my grandmother's side, were from Lahore. Now, Lahore was the political capital of the Sikh Kingdom, Punjab, back in the day. That came into the British Empire, very close to the Radcliffe Line and I've had these interviews with my grandmother and try and record her recollections, because she was about twelve or thirteen at the time, her father ran a series of six shops in Naulakha Bazaar. They had a very comfortable life if you're running shoe shops, baggage and selling the big trunks, one shop for each item, and everyone was confident that Lahore would go to India. What they thought, even up to 15th of August, was that Gurdaspur would come to Pakistan and Lahore would stay in India because Lahore and Amritsar were where all the Sikhs, you know, were and what had happened was, you know, rumours started to spread, rumours started to spread and my grandmother goes what her father, what her father did was entrust the keys of his business, six businesses, imagine six shops in a line in a main bazaar in Lahore, which even today stands. He entrusted it to his worker, who was Muslim, and he gave the keys, and he said, don't worry, when things are calm, we'll come back. But until we come back, look after the businesses. This is 1947. 

My grandmother, who was twelve or thirteen at the time, went back to their ancestral village in the Punjab. Because everyone keeps their ancestral village and their business separate, they went back to the village and then ultimately after a few years, then my mother, my grandmother was married to my grandfather, okay. Her father then didn't ever go back to Lahore because the shops were on the other side of the border. They then re-established their businesses again and everything they did. But obviously my grandmother had come into my grandfather's side of the family and moved to a new village, and then they became twice migrant by moving to East Africa and then in 1972 became migrants again by coming to East London. And then in 1993 or 96 sorry. 1996, there's a poster that went up in our local gurudwara and they said, we're doing a yatra, a pilgrimage to Pakistan and it's these things that just started to happen with visas. This poster comes up and my grandmother, she's from Lahore and that's where she was born. And there's a trip with the local gurdwara to Lahore. The kids had a bit of a whip round for our grandmother. She was probably in her late 50s, so she was fine and we put her on the group visit to go back over. So she went back and as she went there, the memories started to come back because Naulakha Bazaar is so busy and she said her memory started to come back and they went to a gurdwara and she just started crying and the organiser said, “let her cry because her memories are coming back” and then she retraced a step because as a girl, she went to that gurdwara every day. And then she knew to retrace our steps to the shops. She went to the shop and she said to someone there, an old man, she said, “is someone called Abu here? And he said, “why do you ask?” You know, and she said, “these are papaji's shops. These used to be my father's shops. I'm Chani” and he said, “if you're Chani” he said “I'm Abu.” He was sitting at the steps and what had happened, he said, “I'm Abu”. And he said, “now my son, my grandsons, they've got the six shops divided into loads of little shops [Zakira and Rav laugh] and he's got like nineteen businesses running now because all that and he took her upstairs to the rooms where they were and everything, you know, at the end of that hour or so. He said now I can fulfil my promise back to your father, here's the keys. And, you know, that's a story that came full circle but for a lot of people the stories didn't come back full circle because they'd never been back, you know, and I've kind of recorded that story and it's only because of that trip, because now my grandmother is 89, but she can still recollect those stories perfectly. She can't remember what she watched on TV last night, but she knows all the stories of 47, you know. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.u9ps6z17iivo]Zakira Begum [00:28:44] 
That's an amazing story. Sorry. 
[Zakira Laughs].

[bookmark: _heading=h.scvf5uyirlyr]Rav Singh [00:28:49] 
And I think everyone's got a story. Tej, your story. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.cui7h56pyzzk]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:28:51] 
Yeah, well, my story is one of those that hasn't come full circle. But it actually relates to one of the questions you asked Zakira about, sort of why people joined the army, and it was economics. And, you know, my great grandfather retired as a Subedar Major from the 23rd Sikh Pioneers in 1927 and got quite a large plot of land. But we're from Punjab in Hoshiarpur, which is in India, Punjab. And the plot of land was in the Montgomery district of what is now in Pakistan. And now that's not Montgomery, it's called Sahiwal. So, from 1927, we relocated to Chak 38, in a village called Youngpor, named after Colonel Young, of all people. It's also called Chak 38, and from 1927 until partition, we were there for 20 years and then, of course, we then had to go back as everybody, that was the decision made to, to move to India, a partition. And we went back to Hoshiarpur, the ancestral village, as Rav mentions, most of us revert back to the village that we come from. 

And, you know, we obviously hadn't seen this, this land, this, this significant property that we had there. There are plans to go back next year but, you know, the politics of the two countries doesn't make it too easy. But that is a desire of mine to go back to see where we used to live from 1927 to 1947. But, we have, my father wasn't born, my father was born in India when India became independent immediately after. But his brothers were born in what's now Pakistan. But yeah, they were too young to recall stories like this. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.4uz9o5een4wt]Zakira Begum [00:30:51] 
We've only got a little time left now. But before we go, I just want to go into a little bit about why it's so important that we are telling these stories and sharing these stories and what it means to the South Asian community to be able to have a space to tell this story. 

This is British history, this is our story - it's a shared history. And to be able to give it some space, only today, it's only the first time that we're doing it, really, is really important in understanding why Indian people are in England. They were part of the British Empire. India was colonised by England, by Britain. So that's why we are telling these stories, because it's part of our history, essentially. The history around the Indian soldiers' encampment at Hampton Court Palace is a story that is part of British history. So that's why we're telling it at Hampton Court Palace. It is only the first time that we've been doing this now, but there is more history to tell and we will be doing that in the future. So Rav and Tej, do you want to also go into a little bit why it's important to you, though, that you're part of this project and why you're telling these stories to our visitors. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.zc9zsc9k22kl]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:32:02] 
Absolutely. There's a huge hiatus in our curriculum, where this is not taught and it's important. It's our shared history. And education is usually the answer to any question. So it's very important that we're all educated on this and, this is going to be a great platform to do so at Hampton Court Palace. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.vam91st9rlpr]Rav Singh [00:32:25] 
Yeah, and for me, it just goes back to our mantra, a little history of the Sikhs, because I always I've, our strapline is that “the past is always alive if it's remembered. This knowledge has life and power as long as it's safe from human forgetfulness”. And every tour I do, every space I explore in London brings me back to here. And it's really aimed at young people to understand this history, to appreciate this history. And it may help them in this journey called life. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.8moc0cqcjssz]Zakira Begum [00:32:53] 
I think that's all we have time for today, but it's very important that we have these conversations and bring this history to more people. So thank you for helping us do that today, Rav and Tej. 

[Theme music builds. It is gentle and melodic.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.nvk47fdvwifk]Rav Singh [00:33:03] 
Oh, it's been a pleasure. Thank you. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.wwc86jqee0sm]Dr Tej Pal Singh Ralmill [00:33:05] 
It's a wonderful opportunity. Thank you very much. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.jqfjm3fcvann]Zakira Begum [00:33:07] 
And of course, if you would like to visit the Indian Army at the Palace Exhibition, we've popped a link in our show notes for you. Thank you, listeners, for continuing to support us. If you enjoy our podcast, please do subscribe, share and review it so that we can keep telling important stories from our palaces. 

[Theme music fades out.] 

[End of episode.]







